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Thursday, 27 February 2020 

07:30 – 09:00 Registration and welcome coffee

09:00 – 10:00 Moderators of the day

Mr Ibrahima Cheickh Diong, Founder/CEO, Africa Consulting and Trading
Mrs Anne-Marie Dias Borges, Journalist 

Opening session

Mr Werner Hoyer, President, European Investment Bank

Mrs Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Executive Director, UN-Habitat

Mrs Birgitte Markussen, Director, Deputy Managing Director for Africa, European 
External Action Service

Mrs Marie-Laure Akin-Olugbade, Director General, West Africa Regional Development 
and Business Delivery Office, African Development Bank

H.E. Mr Macky Sall, President of the Republic of Senegal 

10:00 – 10:30 Opening keynote

Delivering the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals is one of the unifying ambitions of the 
whole planet. How the rapid urbanisation of the African continent can fit into the SDGs and 
the global climate crisis through the Africa Urban Agenda? Do the African cities provide 
opportunities or increase poverty?

Speaker

Professor Edgar Pieterse, Director of the African Centre for Cities, University of Cape Town, 
South-Africa

10:30 – 11:30 PLENARY 1: Meeting the Challenge

Where do the challenges lie in Africa’s urbanisation? There are no solutions to fit all cities. 
Instead, we need to look at a range. Hear the mayors of several African cities, present their 
cities, achievements, how they have overcome problems or not, and their outlook. 

Mrs Soham El Wardini, Vice-President, UCLG West Africa Region, Mayor of Dakar, Senegal

Mrs Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr, Mayor of Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Mrs Mariam Iddrisu, Mayor of Sagnarigu Municipality, Ghana

Mr Isidore Gnonlonfoun, Mayor of Cotonou, Bénin

Mr Takele Uma Banti, Mayor of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee Break 

Expert desks (Room Digitata 2)

In parallel to the conference, the EIB together with UN Habitat and UNCD will set up 4 expert desks to give 
the participants the opportunity to discuss with in-house experts their potential or existing projects, give 
information about their products, structure and activities.
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Thursday, 27 February 2020 

11:45 – 13:00 Break-out Sessions

The following 2 break-out sessions will run in parallel, please indicate upon registration 
which session you wish to attend.

Break-out session A

Digitalisation for inclusion

How can African cities leverage digital 
infrastructures, services and innovation in 
a push to improve urban services efficiency, 
optimize investment costs, increase their 
sustainability and be more inclusive? 

How can urban digitization address 
challenges associated with Africa’s rapid 
pace of urbanization? 

How are digital technologies changing 
communication flows and inclusive 
decision making?

Break-out session B

Climate change and the city

How to do more and better for climate 
through sustainable cities? 

Who is motivated for that among all the 
stakeholders of the city and how? 

How incorporate it as an internality to the 
urban projects - rather than an external 
constraint-, in order to optimize 
design, financing and implementation,  
or eventually make them more difficult? 

Mr Idriss Saleh Bachar, Minister 
of Posts and New Information and 
Communication Technologies, Chad

Mrs Claude Borna, Managing Director 
and Chief Innovation Officer at Sèmè City 
Development Agency, Benin

Mr Mamadou Diouf, Professor and 
Chair, Middle Eastern, South Asian and 
African Studies Department, University of 
Columbia, New York

Mrs Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the 
European Climate Foundation (ECF) and 
Chair of the Board of Governors at the 
French Development Agency (AFD)

Mrs Ilhame Maaroufi, CFO, Société 
d’Aménagement de l’éco-cité de Zenata, 
Morocco 

Mr Ishaku Maitumbi, Senior Human 
Settlements Officer, Head, UN-Habitat 
Somalia Programme

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break
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Thursday, 27 February 2020 

14:00 – 15:15 SPECIAL SESSION: The Global Climate City Challenge� www.sli.do

The Global Climate City Challenge is a joint initiative of the European Investment Bank 
(EIB) and the Global Covenant of Mayors (GCoM), representing over 9 000 cities from 
six continents, to provide technical assistance that helps prepare and fast-track financing of 
urban climate action projects. 

This session will present the 6 African finalists of the competition and their projects.

Mr Fernand Yapi, Cocody, Ivory Coast
Mr Isidore Gnonlonfoun, Cotonou, Benin
Mr Alex Kivumbi, Makindye, Uganda
Mr Ahmed Ghedira, Monastir, Tunisia
Mr Kofi Yeboah, Sekondi-Takoradi, Ghana
Mr Bernard Jean-Joël Belinga, Yaoundé, Cameroon

With Mr Andy Deacon, Director of Strategy and Operations, Global Covenant of Mayors and 
Mrs Svetla Stoeva, Head of Unit – West & Central Africa, Country Relations and Public Sector 
Financing, European Investment Bank

15:15 – 16:15 PLENARY 2: Financing Projects and Development Programmes

Africa’s infrastructure deficit is large, and we will require significant financing to get the 
continent where it needs to be. How large is the financing gap? How could we reduce it 
through optimization and technologies such as smart cities? Which funding sources are 
available and how do various financing mechanisms work? In this session, we will look at 
the financial products and techniques that help to get a project going, as well as what more 
innovative financial instruments could bring to the mix, and how more investment can be 
crowded in from other sources.

Mr Abdou Karim Fofana, Minister of Town Planning, Housing and Public Hygiene, Senegal

Mrs Barbara Marchitto, Head of the Country and Financial Sector Analysis Division, 
Economics Department, European Investment Bank

Mrs Astrid Haas, Policy Director, International Growth Centre (IGC), Uganda

Mr David Jackson, Director, Local Development Finance, UN Capital Development Fund

Mr Lars Gronvald, Team Leader urban development, DG DEVCO, European Commission

16:15 – 16:45 Fire chat interview 

Interview on the most pressing topics around social and environmental issues related to 
sustainable urbanisation with

Mrs Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the European Climate Foundation (ECF) and Chair of the 
Board of Governors at the French Development Agency (AFD)

Mr Mamadou Diouf, Professor and Chair, Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies 
Department, University of Columbia, New York

16:45 – 18:00 Closing Session and Award Ceremony 

Mr Amadou Hott, Minister of Economy, Planning and Cooperation, Senegal

Mr Ambroise Fayolle, Vice-President, European Investment Bank

Special performance by Youssou N’Dour

18:00 – 19:00 Cocktail reception

Conference languages: English and French with simultaneous interpretation throughout all sessions
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Jeudi, le 27 février 2020 

07h30 – 09h00 Inscription et café de bienvenue

09h00 – 10h00 Modérateurs de la journée

M. Ibrahima Cheikh Diong, fondateur et président-directeur général d’Africa Consulting 
and Trading, 

et Mme Anne-Marie Dias Borges, journaliste

Séance d’ouverture

M. Werner Hoyer, président de la Banque européenne d’investissement

Mme Maimunah Mohd Sharif, sous-secrétaire générale des Nations unies et directrice 
exécutive d’ONU-Habitat

Mme Birgitte Markussen, directrice et directrice exécutive adjointe pour l’Afrique, European 
External Action Service

Mme Marie-Laure Akin-Olugbade, directrice générale du bureau régional de 
développement et de prestation de services pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest de la Banque africaine 
de développement 

S.E.M. Macky Sall, Président de la République du Sénégal 

10h00 – 10h30 Discours liminaire 

La réalisation des objectifs de développement durable (ODD) des Nations unies est l’une des 
ambitions autour de laquelle se retrouve la planète entière. Comment l’urbanisation rapide 
du continent africain peut-elle s’inscrire dans les ODD et répondre à la crise climatique 
mondiale par l’intermédiaire du programme pour les villes d’Afrique ? Les villes africaines 
offrent-elles des possibilités ou renforcent-elles la pauvreté ?

Orateur 

Professeur Edgar Pieterse, Directeur de l’African Centre for Cities, université du Cap,  
Afrique du Sud

10h30 – 11h30 SÉANCE PLÉNIÈRE 1: Relever les défis

Quels sont les défis liés à l’urbanisation en Afrique ? Il n’existe pas de solution applicable 
à toutes les villes. Nous devons donc examiner tout un éventail de possibilités. Les maires 
de plusieurs villes africaines présentent leur ville, leurs réalisations, la façon dont ils ont 
surmonté ou non des problèmes et leurs perspectives.

Mme Soham El Wardini, vice-présidente de CGLU Afrique de l’Ouest, maire de Dakar, 
Sénégal

Mme Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr, maire de Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Mme Mariam Iddrisu, maire de la municipalité de Sagnarigu, Ghana

M. Isidore Gnonlonfoun, maire de Cotonou, Bénin

M. Takele Uma Banti, maire d’Addis-Abeba, Éthiopie

11h30 – 11h45 Pause-café

Echange avec nos experts (Salle Digitata 2)

En parallèle de la conférence, la BEI, UN-Habitat et UNCD mettront en place 4 tables d’experts qui donneront 
aux participants la possibilité de rencontrer leurs experts et de discuter sur leurs projets potentiels ou existants, 
et de leur fournir des informations sur leurs produits, structure et activités.



AFRICADAY – CONFERENCE GUIDE

Jeudi, le 27 février 2020 

11h45 – 13h00 Séances de travail

Les deux séances de travail suivantes se dérouleront parallèlement. Lors de votre inscription, 
veuillez indiquer à quelle séance vous souhaitez participer.

Séance de travail A

La transformation numérique, facteur 
d’inclusion

Comment les villes africaines s’appuient-
elles sur les infrastructures, les services 
et les innovations numériques pour 
améliorer l’efficacité des services urbains, 
optimiser leurs coûts d’investissement, 
augmenter leur durabilité et être plus 
inclusives ? 

Comment la transformation numérique 
urbaine peut-elle répondre aux défis 
associés à la rapidité de l’urbanisation de 
l’Afrique ? 

Comment les technologies 
numériques modifient-elles les flux de 
communication et la prise de décision 
inclusive ?

Séance de travail B

Les changements climatiques et les villes

Comment agir plus et mieux pour le 
climat grâce à des villes durables ? 

Parmi toutes les parties prenantes 
des villes, quelles sont celles qui sont 
motivées et de quelle façon ? 

Comment faire en sorte que cette 
composante soit intégrée aux projets 
urbains en interne – plutôt que comme 
une contrainte externe – afin d’optimiser 
leur conception, leur financement et leur 
mise en œuvre ou en fin de compte les 
rendre plus complexes ? 

M. Idriss Saleh Bachar, ministre des 
postes, des nouvelles technologies de 
l’information et de la communication, 
Tchad

Mme Claude Borna, directrice exécutive 
et cheffe de l’innovation à l’agence de 
développement de la ville de Sèmè, Bénin

M. Mamadou Diouf, professeur et 
président du département des études sur 
le Moyen-Orient, l’Asie du Sud et l’Afrique 
de l’université de Columbia, New York

Mme Laurence Tubiana, présidente-
directrice générale de la European 
Climate Foundation (ECF) et présidente 
du conseil des gouverneurs de l’Agence 
française de développement (AFD)

Mme Ilhame Maaroufi, directrice 
financière, Société d’aménagement de 
l’éco-cité de Zenata, Maroc 

M. Ishaku Maitumbi, chef des 
spécialistes des établissements humains, 
programme ONU-Habitat Somalie

13h00 – 14h00 Pause déjeuner
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Jeudi, le 27 février 2020 

14h00 – 15h15 SÉANCE SPÉCIALE : Global Climate City Challenge� www.sli.do

Le Global Climate City Challenge est une initiative conjointe de la Banque européenne 
d’investissement (BEI) et de la Convention mondiale des maires (GCoM), laquelle représente 
plus de 9 000 villes de six continents. Il a pour objectif d’apporter une assistance technique 
soutenant l’élaboration et accélérant le financement de projets d’aménagement urbain à 
l’appui de l’action en faveur du climat. 

Cette séance présentera les six finalistes africains de la compétition et leurs projets

M. Fernand Yapi, Cocody, Côte d’Ivoire
M. Isidore Gnonlonfoun, Cotonou, Bénin
M. Alex Kivumbi, Makindye, Ouganda
M. Ahmed Ghedira, Monastir, Tunisie
M. Kofi Yeboah, Sekondi-Takoradi, Ghana
M. Bernard Jean-Joël Belinga, Yaoundé, Cameroun

M. Andy Deacon, directeur de la stratégie et des opérations de la Convention mondiale 
des maires, et Mme Svetla Stoeva, cheffe de l’unité Afrique de l’Ouest et Afrique centrale, 
relations pays et financement du secteur public, Banque européenne d’investissement

15h15 – 16h15 SÉANCE PLÉNIÈRE 2: Financer des projets et des programmes de développement

Le déficit d’infrastructures de l’Afrique est important et des financements volumineux seront 
nécessaires pour faire avancer le continent. Quelle est l’ampleur du déficit de financement ? 
Comment pourrions-nous le réduire via l’optimisation et le recours à des technologies 
telles que celles déployées dans les villes intelligentes ? Quelles sources de financement 
sont disponibles et comment fonctionnent les différents mécanismes de financement ? 
Lors de cette séance, nous nous pencherons sur les techniques et les produits financiers qui 
permettent de faire avancer un projet, ainsi que sur les résultats possibles d’instruments 
financiers plus innovants et sur la façon d’attirer plus d’investissements émanant d’autres 
sources.

M. Abdou Karim Fofana, ministre de l’urbanisme, du logement et de l’hygiène publique, 
Sénégal

Mme Barbara Marchitto, cheffe de la division Analyses pays et secteurs financiers, 
département Affaires économiques, Banque européenne d’investissement

Mme Astrid Haas, directrice des politiques de l’International Growth Centre (IGC), Ouganda

M. David Jackson, directeur du financement du développement local, Fonds d’équipement 
des Nations unies

M. Lars Gronvald, chef d’équipe chargé du développement urbain, direction générale de la 
coopération internationale et du développement, Commission européenne

16h15 – 16h45 Discussion informelle 

Discussion sur les sujets environnementaux et sociaux les plus brûlants en lien avec 
l’urbanisation durable, avec les invités suivants : 

Mme Laurence Tubiana, présidente-directrice générale de la European Climate Foundation 
(ECF) et présidente du conseil des gouverneurs de l’Agence française de développement (AFD)

M. Mamadou Diouf, professeur et président du département des études sur le  
Moyen-Orient, l’Asie du Sud et l’Afrique de l’université de Columbia, New York

16h45 – 18h00 Séance de clôture et remise des prix 

M. Amadou Hott, ministre de l’économie, de la planification et de la coopération, Sénégal

M. Ambroise Fayolle, vice-président de la Banque européenne d’investissement

Concert de clôture de Youssou N’Dour

18h00 – 19h00 Réception – Cocktail

Langues de la conférence : anglais et français, avec interprétation simultanée pour toutes les sessions.
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Biographies in alphabetical order by surname

Aki-Sawyerr Yvonne
Mayor of Freetown,  
Sierra Leone 

Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr OBE was sworn in May 2018 with a commitment to transform Freetown 
using an inclusive, data-driven approach to address challenges in the city. The 3-year Transform 
Freetown plan details 19 concrete targets across 11 sectors and covers issues ranging from 
tackling environmental degradationto facilitating the creation of jobs in the tourism sector. 
Afinance professional with over 25 years of private sector experience in strategic planning, 
risk management consulting and project management, Mayor Aki-Sawyerr’s public sector 
engagement began with her work during the 2014-2015 Ebola epidemic and her subsequent 
role as Delivery Team Lead for the second phase of a multi-stakeholder programme to 
drive socio-economic recovery in Sierra Leone post Ebola.Mayor Aki-Sawyerr is a Chartered 
Accountant and holds an MSc in Politics of the World Economy from the London School of 
Economics and a BSc Hons in Economics from Fourah Bay College.

Akin-Olugbade  
Marie-Laure
Director General, West Africa 
Regional Development and 
Business Delivery Office, 
African Development Bank

Marie-Laure Akin-Olugbade, is a Cameroonian national. She has appointed Director General, West 
Africa Regional Development and Business Delivery Office, the 1st May 2018. Until this appointment, 
she was the Deputy Director General, West Africa Region business delivery office. She has over 
27 years of broad and deep experience in the development sector in Africa. She joined the Bank in 
1991 as Finance Assistant and has since held various positions including Senior Investment Officer, 
Principal Financial Analyst, Manager, Financial Technical Services Division, Resident Representative 
as well as Coordinator of Regional Public Private Partnership Hubs. She has over the years provided 
technical, operational and strategic leadership in various aspects of the Bank’s work programs and 
coordinated as well as provided advisory services including the leading multi-donor dialogues on 
behalf of the Bank.
As the Deputy Director General for West Africa Region, Marie-Laure doubled as the Country Manager 
for Cabo Verde, Cote D’Ivoire, Gambia and Guinea Bissau, and led the Bank’s multi-disciplinary and 
multicultural teams to originate and successfully deliver significantly large business transactions 
across fourteen countries. In the process, she managed a high performing portfolio of sovereign and 
non-sovereign operations in support of the Bank’s High 5 Agenda.
Marie Laure holds a Master of Applied Economics from Universite Paris IX Dauphine, Paris, France and 
a Bachelor of Applied Economics from the same University. She also holds a Post Graduate Diploma 
in Management with specialization in Project Monitoring and Evaluation.

Bachar Idriss Saleh
Minister of Posts and 
New Information 
and Communication 
Technologies, Chad

Minister of Posts and New Information and Communication Technologies, spokesperson for the 
government of the Republic of Chad since June 30, 2019. 
Previously, Director of the l’Ecole Nationale Supérieure of ICT. Lecturer and researcher in 
Radiocommunication and Embedded Electronics System at the University of N’Djaména, Director 
General of ARCEP from 2010 - 2017, Director of Control and Inspection 2009-2010 at OTRT, Independent 
consultant in the sector of electronics and telecommunications.

Belinga Bernard  
Jean-Joël
Yaoundé, Cameroon 

Bernard Jean Joël Belinga was born on July 25, 1979 in Cameroon. Certified Engineer, known 
as a civil society leader in control of the fight for more citizen participation in the management of 
their municipality resulting in taking into account the participation process of populations in the 
management of the city set up as part of the climate and energy project and adopted in the new 
code on decentralization in Cameroon. He is a project manager, Senior Consultant for African cities 
and regions. He is the President of the executive committee of the « Organisation d’appui en ingénierie 
de développement et de maitrise d’oeuvre sociale” (OAI-DEMOS) which aims: the promotion of 
business incubators, incubators-accelerators and the establishment of the éSystème Intelligent du 
Développement Participatif” (SIDEPA).
He is the Coordinator of the Climate and Energy project for the city of Yaoundé IV. Member of the 
municipal commission for anti-corruption fight, member of the Cameroonian cell to fight hunger and 
the Permanent Secretary of the Cameroonian alliance on local taxation.
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Borna Claude
Managing Director and Chief 
Innovation Officer at  
Sèmè City Development 
Agency, Benin

Claude is an entrepreneurial-minded strategist with a passion for creating disruptive businesses. 
A graduate of UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles) and of McGill University, she has held 
different positions in such major corporate groups as Deloitte in the Customer Analytics group, 
Amazon where she launched two new product categories, and Sony Pictures where she established 
a European department for innovation and strategic planning and was then appointed Senior Vice 
President for Global Customer and Worldwide Commercial Strategy.
Claude joined the Presidency of Benin in 2016, after having been entrusted by President Patrice 
Talon with the task of conceiving and implementing Sèmè City, the International Knowledge and 
Innovation City, a flagship project of the government to develop a vibrant knowledge-based 
economy. As Managing Director and Chief Innovation Officer for Sèmè City, she leads a team with 
responsibilities ranging from programs and partnerships development to marketing, operations and 
infrastructure planning and implementation. 
Sèmè City is planned over 200 hectares in Sèmè-Podji, a peri-urban area. It is designed and developed 
as a sustainable smart city with state-of-the art learning, residential, commercial and recreational 
facilities. It offers a unique environment for experimentation of innovative solutions and emerging 
technology in areas such as renewable energy, eco¬construction, mobility, waste management, 
circular economy or urban agriculture. 
This innovation hub welcomes high-level academic institutions, vocational training centers, research 
facilities and incubators, providing entrepreneurs and enterprises with the resources and expertise 
they need to measure and analyze the viability, feasibility and scalability of their solutions in a “real 
world” laboratory to facilitate deployment. 
Claude strongly believes that this unprecedented collaboration between academia, research and 
entrepreneurship can significantly accelerate economic growth and employment, enabling more 
people in Benin to have access to energy and other essential services, such as transportation, 
accommodation, health or education.

Cheickh Diong 
Ibrahima
Founder/CEO, Africa 
Consulting and Trading 

M.Ibrahima Cheikh Diong is the founder and CEO of the Dakar-based pan-African advisory Africa 
Consulting and Trading (ACT Afrique Group). 
While ensuring the management of his company, Mr. Diong acted as a Senior Africa Advisor to BNP 
Paribas. 
Before that, he was Minister Special Advisor of the President of the Republic of Senegal on the issues 
of China and the financing of major projects. He also served as an Ambassador and General Manager 
of the International Cooperation of Senegal in charge of the mobilization of resources in emerging 
countries especially China, the countries of the Gulf and Brazil. As a Permanent Secretary, Mr Diong led 
the implementation of Senegal energy emergency plan. 
In 2009 Mr Diong has served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of Senegal Airlines (SAL)., which he 
had to coordinate the activities of the steering committee in charge of its implementation, from its 
conceptualization up to its full implementation. Before that, he was the Director of the Africa Department 
at the SFI, where he has led an innovative program aimed at increasing the access to financing and 
consulting services adequate to the Africa small and medium-sized Enterprises (SME) with one-stop 
shops of SMEs known under the name of “Centres de solutions des PMEs”. 
Mr. Diong has also held the position of Regional Coordinator for Africa of the program of the World 
Bank, Public-Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility (PPIAF), helping African governments to put in place a 
framework of adequate investment to attract private investments in their infrastructure. 
Prior to joining the World Bank Group, Mr. Diong was a member of the Third World cabinet in council in 
management, Booz Allen and Hamilton (BAH), where he led the privatization pane in sub-Saharan Africa. 
To this effect, he participated in the first privatization efforts of many African countries. Mr. Diong was 
Director of the Environment Department of the Agency Pan-African Research and Consultation (Park) 
and the Hydraulic Department of the African Network for the Integrated Development (RADI) both based 
in Dakar. During his stay in Taipei, it has established a Cabinet of Council Africa Consulting in Taiwan (ACT. 
Mr. Diong is a graduate of the prestigious Columbia University in the city of New York with a Masters in 
International Relations with a specialization in public policies, environmental, and in international finance. 
He also holds a degree in Civil Engineering, a diploma in structuring infrastructure projects (PPP) and a 
certificate in “Financial Analysis”. 
He speaks fluent French, English, Chinese, Wolof and has notions of Portuguese. He has lived and worked 
in Africa, Asia, Europe and America.
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Deacon Andy
Director of Strategy and 
Operation, Global Covenant 
of Mayors

The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, is a global alliance of cities and local governments 
with a shared long-term vision of promoting and supporting voluntary action to combat climate change 
and move to a low-carbon, resilient society. Andy has recently taken up a new role there and will guide 
programme delivery across GCoM’s finance and research and innovation efforts.
Immediately prior to that, Andy was Policy Coordinator for Climate Alliance, where among other 
projects, he was project technical coordinator for the series of EU Sustainable Energy Investment 
Forums. Andy has worked for 20 years across a range of environmental protection issues focusing 
on climate change, energy and air quality in local, regional and central government, academia and 
the third sector. He has been part of and led major initiatives on city carbon reduction strategies, 
community energy, large-scale home retrofit financing, household energy saving behaviour, and air 
pollution assessment and management. Andy has a BSc in Geography and Environmental Studies from 
the University of Surrey Roehampton Institute and an MSc in Applied Meteorology and Climatology 
from the University of Birmingham.

Diouf Mamadou
Historian, Professor and 
Chair, Middle Eastern, South 
Asian and African Studies 
Department, University of 
Columbia, New York

Mamadou Diouf is a Professor of History and Middle East and Asian Languages and Cultures (MEALAC). 
He leads Columbia University’s Institute for African Studies at the School of International and Public 
Affairs. Diouf is also a faculty member in Columbia’s Departments of Educated principally in France, 
Diouf is a renowned West African scholar who has taught in his native Senegal at the University 
Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar and guest-lectured at many European and American universities. He 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of Paris-Sorbonne (France). His research interests include urban, 
political, social and intellectual history in colonial and postcolonial Africa. His most recent book 
is Histoire du Senegal: Le Modele Isalamo-Wolof Et Ses Peripheries (2001). He is the author, editor 
and co-author of several other works including Les Figures du Politique En Afrique, Des Pouvoirs 
Herites aux Pouvoirs Elus (1999) and Les Jeunes, Hantise de L’Espace Public dans Les Societes du 
Sud, (Autrepart, 18, 2001). He is also a member of the editorial board of several professional journals 
including the Journal of African History.

Dias Borges  
Anne-Marie 
Journalist

Anne-Marie Dias Borges is a Franco-Cape-Verdean journalist who is fluent in French, English, 
Portuguese and Spanish and has worked extensively in TV and radio over the past 18 years. She 
currently works as Senior Journalist for BBC Business in London. 
Her experience in front, but also behind the camera, has enabled her to develop charisma 
and a keen sense of impartiality which she has been able to showcase during the numerous 
international conferences and high level panels she has hosted over the years. Among which are 
the World Bank’s Annual Meetings in NYC, the World Bank’s “WE-FI Summit” in Abidjan and “The 
Francophonie Economic Forum” in Paris.
Driven by an eagerness to connect to a wide range of audiences, Anne-Marie began her career 
in 2002 at BBC Afrique radio. During her 10 years at this network, she was voted “most popular 
presenter” on numerous occasions. In Paris, she worked as Chief Information Officer and TV Anchor 
for Africa24 TV - “The African CNN”! There, she hosted a weekly political TV debate called “Polititia”. 
The show was watched by millions of viewers each week and as a result, Anne-Marie became a 
household name in various francophone countries. 
When she is not on air, she likes to contribute to non-governmental and charitable activities, notably 
in Cabo-Verde where she has organized two successful anti-drugs campaigns, in partnership with 
the United Nations. 
She currently resides in London and has two children.
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El Wardini Soham
Vice-President, UCLG West 
Africa Region, Mayor of 
Dakar, Senegal

Mrs. Soham El Wardini has been Mayor of the City of Dakar since September 2018. Born on October 
18, 1952 in Lamingué, to a Lebanese father and a Senegalese mother, Mrs El Wardini holds a Master’s 
degree in English from the University Cheikh Anta Diop of Dakar. She worked for several years in 
Senegalese educational institutions as an English teacher. 
She entered politics in 1999 and became Secretary General of the Alliance for the Forces of Progress 
(AFP) of the Commune of Mermoz-Sacré coeur, President of the Women of the Department of Dakar 
and member of the Political Bureau of the party.
In 2009, Soham El Wardini became Municipal Councillor of the City of Dakar and in 2014 she was 
elected First Deputy Mayor of Dakar, a position she will hold until her election at the head of the City 
in September 2018.
Strongly committed to the strengthening of women’s leadership, Mrs El Wardini has set her mandate 
under the seal of improving the living environment, through her Dakar - Clean City program, and the 
living conditions of Dakar residents.

Fayolle Ambroise
Vice-President,  
European Investment Bank

Ambroise Fayolle was appointed Vice-President of the European Investment Bank in February 2015, 
in charge of the operational activities of the Bank in France and in the Mediterranean region and also 
responsible for innovation and corporate and social responsibility. Fayolle represented France at the 
Executive Boards of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and of the World Bank, in Washington DC 
from September 2007 until his appointment as head of Agence France Tresor, the Debt Agency of 
the French Ministry of Finance, in March 2013. He was also a staff member of the IMF between 2003 
and 2005. A graduate of the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA), most of his career was spent at 
the Treasury Department in the Ministry of the Economy and Finance. In particular, he was division 
chief in charge of the State Financing and Monetary Affairs Bureau — the predecessor to AFT— and, 
in 2005, was appointed Assistant Secretary for Multilateral and Development Affairs at the French 
Treasury, Sous-Sherpa for the G8, and Co-Chairman of the Paris Club.

Fofana Abdou Karim
Ministre de l’Urbanisme,  
du Logement et de l’Hygiène 
Publique, Senegal

Jusqu’à sa nomination au poste de Ministre de l’Urbanisme, du Logement et de l’Hygiène publique en 
avril 2019, Abdou Karim Fofana était directeur général de l’Agence de gestion du patrimoine bâti de 
l’État (AGPBE) depuis octobre 2015. Pendant 3 ans et demi, il a marqué cette agence de son empreinte 
avec notamment la réalisation des sphères ministérielles de Diamniadio (100.000 m2 d’espaces de 
bureau réalisés en 24 mois) à une trentaine de kilomètres de Dakar, et qui accueillent aujourd’hui une 
quinzaine de ministères. La réalisation de ce projet a non seulement permis d’alléger la facture locative 
de l’État, mais a aussi contribué au désengorgement la capitale sénégalaise. 
Sur le plan académique, Abdou Karim Fofana est diplômé de la faculté de droit de l’Université Jean 
Moulin de Lyon (France) et de l’école de commerce Bordeaux Management School (BEM) à Dakar 
(Sénégal). A 38 ans aujourd’hui, il est à la tête du Ministère de l’Urbanisme, du Logement et de l’Hygiène 
publique et travaille à la réalisation des engagements du Président Macky Sall : faire du Sénégal un pays 
avec Zéro déchets et Zéro bidonville, à travers notamment la promotion d’un meilleur cadre de vie et la 
construction de 100 000 logements sociaux à l’horizon 2024.

Ghedira Ahmed
Monastir, Tunisia

Ahmed Ghedira senior professor emeritus of secondary education. Member of the municipal council 
of Monastir, deputy mayor in charge of the environment and sustainable development since May 2018. 
Since 2017, member of the National Council of Marine Protected Areas of Tunisia. 
In 2016, commemorated by the Critical Ecosystem Partnerschip Fund (CEPF), as hero of the 
Mediterranean for the conservation of biodiversity during the congress of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in HAWAII. Founder of the association Notre Grand Bleu in 2012, which is 
a scientific and environmental association, focusing on the marine environment. 
Also, Member of the integrated management committee of the Kuriat MPAs and in 2013 founder and 
president of the forum of associations of the city of Monastir.
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Gnonlonfoun Isidore
Mayor of Cotonou, Bénin

Mayor of Cotonou since 2017, Isidore Gnonlonfoun held the position of 1st deputy mayor before 
being promoted to the head of the city of Cotonou. Before getting involved on the municipal scene, 
Mr. Gnonlonfoun sat as chairman of the external relations committee until 2013. He also acted as 
national deputy of Benin as well as Minister of decentralization and local governance in within the 
government of President Boni Yayi until 2015, when he ran for municipal elections in Cotonou.

Gronvald Lars
Team Leader urban 
development, DG DEVCO, 
European Commission

Lars Gronvald, European Commission, is heading the Cities Section in the Directorate General for 
International Cooperation and Development. Previously within in the EU Commission he has served in 
number of delegations, most recently as head of Cooperation covering China and Mongolia, overseeing 
programmes inter alia on urban development, low carbon development, and employment creation. 
Prior to this, he has worked as international consultant on issues on municipal services, environmental 
regulation and financing across a range of countries, as well as having worked as energy economist. 

Haas Astrid
Policy Director,  
International Growth  
Centre (IGC), Uganda

Astrid is an Ugandan/Austrian urban economist with wide experience spanning government and 
non-governmental organizations across multiple developing countries. She is currently Policy Director 
of the International Growth Centre (IGC) based in Uganda. In this role, Astrid leads the country-level 
and global engagements of the IGC, translating research in economic growth to policy impact. Her 
own research specializes in urban economics, specifically in the area of municipal and infrastructure 
finance. Astrid brings a strong energy and drive to her leadership, with her signature strengths being 
clear strategic thinking, an entrepreneurial approach and extensive influencing and networking skills. 
She is passionate about using evidence to drive better policy making in developing countries. She 
holds an MA in International Economics and International Development from Johns Hopkins University 
and a BSc in Economics, Politics and International Studies from the University of Warwick. In 2016, 
she was nominated by the University of Cape Town as one of Africa’s Young Leaders, for her work on 
urbanisation in Africa.

Hott Amadou
Minister of Economy, 
Planning and Cooperation, 
Senegal 

Until his appointment as Minister of Economy, Planning and Cooperation in Senegal in April 2019, 
Mr. Amadou Hott was the Vice President of the African Development Bank’s Power, Energy, Green 
Growth and Climate Change Complex, since November 2016, and has 20 years of experience in areas 
such as structured finance, sovereign wealth funds management, investment banking, infrastructure 
and the development of integrated energy solutions.
Prior to joining the African Development Bank, Amadou held various Investment banking and 
Investment advisory positions in New York, London, Dubai and Lagos. He was Director of Millennium 
Finance Corporation for Africa, where he was responsible for project finance operations in sectors 
such as energy, mining, ICT and banking in Africa and Middle East. He was also Managing Director 
of UBA Capital, which is present in 20 African countries, and then founder and managing Director of 
Afribridge Capital, an investment firm specializing in advisory services in Africa where he provided 
advice in the areas of energy, electricity, information, communications and technology.
In 2012, after 15 years of international investment banking and advisory work, Amadou returned to 
Senegal to serve his country. His roles in Senegal included: Special Advisor of HE President Macky Sall, 
Chairman of Aéroport Internationale Blaise Diagne (Senegal’s new international airport) and Founder 
and CEO of Senegal’s Sovereign Wealth Fund, as part of which he launched major infrastructure 
investment initiatives, including renewable energy and energy projects. 
Amadou has undergraduate degrees in applied mathematics and economy, an MSc in Finance, 
from Sorbonne University in Paris, which included participation as an exchange student in New York 
University’s MSc in Financial Mathematics program. He was named a Young Global Leader by the 
World Economic Forum in 2012.
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Hoyer Werner
President, European 
Investment Bank

Werner Hoyer has a PhD (economics) from Cologne University where he also started his career in 
various positions. Dr Hoyer served for 24 years as a Member of the German Bundestag. During this 
period, he held the position of Minister of State at the Foreign Office on two separate occasions. 
In addition, he held several other positions, including that of Whip and FDP Security Policy Spokesman, 
Deputy Chairman of the German-American Parliamentary Friendship Group, FDP Secretary General 
and President of the European Liberal Democratic Reform Party (ELDR). 
Upon appointment by the EU Member States, Dr Hoyer commenced his first term as EIB President in 
January 2012. His mandate was renewed for a second term commencing on 01 January 2018. 
Dr Hoyer and wife Katja have two children.

Iddrisu Mariam
Mayor of Sagnarigu 
Municipality, Ghana

Ms Mariam Iddrisu was elected Mayor of Sagnarigu Municipality, Northern Region – Ghana, in May 2017, 
and is the youngest Mayor in Ghana. 
She is currently one of the Vice Presidents of the Network of Locally Elected Women of Africa (REFELA-
West Africa). 
Prior to being elected as a Mayor, she was a Public Health Practitioner working with the Ghana Health 
Services.

Jackson David
Director, Local Development 
Finance, UN Capital 
Development Fund

David Jackson, a British national, has over 30 years of experience in Local Development. He started his 
career as an urban planner in London in 1980s and later on ran a consulting company supporting local 
development in over 10 African and Asian countries.
The beginning of his career at UNCDF was in the 1990s in Mozambique, where he designed and 
piloted a national system of local government finance for capital investment that was taken to scale by 
government. Since 2006, he worked as Decentralisation Advisor to the Government of Indonesia and 
UNDP. In 2009, he became Head of UNCDF Asia and Pacific office where he designed the Local Climate 
Adaptive Living Facility, a global mechanism that enables local governments in the least developed 
countries to access climate finance for resilient investments. In May 2013, he was appointed Director of 
UNCDF’s Local Development Finance Practice in New York. In this position he manages portfolio of local 
development finance programmes with a focus on fiscal decentralization, infrastructure development, 
climate resilience grants, municipal finance and private sector investments. 

Kivumbi Alex
Makindye, Uganda

Kivumbi Alex is a Deputy Town at Makindye Ssabagabo Municipality, where I manage, coordinate and 
provide strategic leadership on the development, interpretation and implementation of National and 
Council Policies, laws and programmes for the development and general welfare of the City but also 
coordinate the alternative resource mobilization team. 
I have worked with the Wakiso District where I was the head of Community Development Directorate 
and oversaw the successful implementation of livelihood programs for youth, women, OVCs and PWDs. 
I am transparent, straight forward and result oriented. I am currently coordinating a Sustainable Waste 
Management and Greening project in four Municipalities in the Greater Kampala Metropolitan area. 
I am a climate change enthusiast and a soccer fun from Kampala. 
Please email akivumb@gmail.com to contact me. 
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Maaroufi Ilhame
CFO, Société  
d’Aménagement de  
l’éco-cité de Zenata,  
Morocco

Ilhame Maaroufi, chartered public accountant (CPA), has 17 years of experience in accounting and 
financial management. After graduating in France, she worked for Ernst & Young and KPMG on 
providing accounting and tax support as well as legal and contractual audits to major international 
companies operating in France. 
In 2011, she joined the Zenata Eco-city project as CFO. Her first tasks were to overhaul the company’s 
organization, insource accounting, establish rigorous financial planning, budget control and cash 
management. She tackled afterwards the financing of the project by securing a 300M€ debt from 
international lenders (EIB and AFD) and a NIF granted by EU. In addition to managing financially the 
Zenata Eco-city project, she is also in charge of structuring and negotiating strategic partnerships for 
the projects with international operators and investors. 
The Greater Casablanca, a metropolis with 4.25 million inhabitants and the major economic centre 
of Morocco, has experienced very strong economic growth which has resulted in a massive rural 
exodus, leading to uncontrolled urbanization, and major socio-economic and spatial imbalances. 
Casablanca itself has grown rapidly, resulting in congestion and a shortage of housing for the 
growing middle income families. To the north of Casablanca lies Zenata, a commune where more 
than 50 000 people had settled across 26 informal slums. EIB and AFD have provided a EUR 150m 
loan each to help tackle uncontrolled urbanization by developing a carefully planned, appropriately 
densified, mixed use, energy efficient and sustainable new city which will provide employment for 
its citizens and relieve pressure on existing urban areas.

Maitumbi Ishaku
Senior Human Settlements 
Officer, Head, UN-Habitat 
Somalia Programme 

Ishaku Maitumbi heads UN-HABITAT Somalia. The Somalia operation is the largest UN-HABITAT 
programme within the region of Africa with a portfolio of over 30 million USD. It comprises 10 projects, 
mostly in partnership with other UN agencies, and 60 staff members in Nairobi and across Somalia.
Ishaku specialises in urbanization, displacement and local government systems strengthening, 
especially in post-conflict and developing environments. He is an experienced team leader and a 
committed capacity builder. 
Ishaku is a Nigerian/British national and a chartered urban planner (MRTPI) with over 20 years’ 
professional experience in the sector, including more than 12 years with the United Nations. This 
varied experience has been gained in Europe, Africa and the Middle East, and is backed up with an 
MSc in Urban Planning and International Development (Oxford Brookes, UK).
Prior to his job in Somalia, Ishaku worked with UN-HABITAT in Iraq and in Kosovo. Before joining 
the UN, Ishaku was a United Kingdom civil servant in local and regional/central government, both 
in a District Council (local authority), and in the East of England Regional Assembly (EERA). He also 
worked for three years in Nigeria on various development projects with the World Bank and others.

Marchitto Barbara
Head of the Country and 
Financial Sector Analysis 
Division, Economics 
Department, European 
Investment Bank

Barbara Marchitto is the Head of Country and Financial Sector Analysis at the Economics Department 
of the EIB. She is responsible for a broad range of macroeconomic and financial sector analyses, 
ranging from sovereign and banking industry ratings, macroeconomic scenarios and private sector 
needs assessment, including in the context of EIB operations outside the EU. Barbara’s main areas of 
interest have recently encompassed financial deepening and inclusion as drivers of growth. Prior to 
joining the EIB, Barbara has held positions at the International Monetary Fund and the Italian Ministry 
of the Economy and Finance. She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of London and an 
honours degree in Economics from Bocconi University, Milan.
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Markussen Birgitte
Director, Deputy Managing 
Director for Africa
European External  
Action Service

Birgitte Markussen was appointed Director, Deputy Managing Director for Africa in the European 
External Action Service in June 2016. As of December 2018 she became European External Action 
Service Expert on the European Investment Bank Board of Directors. Prior to her present position 
in the European External Action Service, Mrs Markussen was Director for Africa at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Denmark from September 2012 to May 2016. Between September 2010 and 
August 2012, she was the Danish Ambassador to Burkina Faso, Niger, Chad and the Central African 
Republic. From September 2008 up to September 2010, Mrs Markussen was the Deputy Director for 
Environment, Energy and Climate Change at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, and from 
2005 to 2008 Deputy Head of Mission at the Danish Embassy in Uganda (accredited to Rwanda and 
Burundi). Mrs Markussen is married and mother of two children. She has a Ph.D. in Ethnography and 
Social Anthropology (University of Aarhus, Denmark).

Prof Pieterse Edgar
Director of the African  
Centre for Cities, University  
of Cape Town

An expert on African urbanisation, Edgar Pieterse, knows what radical and rapid urban change 
means for a city, a country and a continent. He is deeply fascinated by the drama of cities everywhere 
and at different moments in time, including the future, the past and science fiction invocations. 
Simultaneously, he endeavours to remain grounded in the tough and messy realities of cities—
invariably always on the move—working with materialist and aesthetic optics. As such he extends 
himself in research and teaching theoretical and applied concerns. 
He is currently engaged in several interrelated research topics: Radical Social Economies; Sustainable 
Infrastructure; Adaptive Urban Governance; Speculative Urban Experiments; Urban Innovation 
Systems as well as Urban Pedagogy and Southern Urbanisms. 
In his teaching practice he is currently deeply immersed in the curriculum development of a new 
Professional Masters degree in the Practice of Sustainable Urbanism set to launch later this year, as 
well as teaching into the Urban Theory module of the MPhil Southern Urbanism programme.
In his latest book New Urban Worlds: Inhabiting Dissonant Times, co-authored with longstanding 
collaborator AbdouMaliq Simone, explores the emerging epicentres of global urbanisation through 
the detail of people’s lives. The authors argue, we need adequate concepts and practices to grasp 
the composition and intricacy of these shifting efforts to make visible new political possibilities for 
action and social justice in cities across Asia and Africa.
In light of his academic achievements and global standing, he has been asked to serve on various 
research advisory boards of leading urban research centres: LSE Cities (London); Indian Institute for 
Human Settlements (Bangalore); Gauteng City-region Observatory (Johannesburg); The Global Cities 
Programme of CIDOB - Barcelona Centre for International Affairs; Pathways to Sustainability – Utrecht 
University; the World Economic Forum: Shaping the Future of Urban Development and Services 
Initiative; and the Coalition for Urban Transitions (London).

Sall Macky
President of the Republic  
of Senegal 

President Macky Sall was born on December 11, 1961 in Fatick, the town to which he served as Mayor 
from 2009 to 2012. President Sall was Prime Minister for three years from 2004 to 2007, and also acted 
as President of the Senegalese National Assembly from 2007 to 2008. Elected fourth President of the 
Republic of Senegal in March of 2012, he took office on April 2, 2012. Married to Marième Faye, President 
Macky Sall has two sons and one daughter. 
Youth and Education.
Born into a family of four siblings, President Macky Sall was raised in Fatick (central western region of the 
country) and in the Fouta region (in the north of Senegal). During his studies at the Faculty of Dakar, he 
joined the Marxist-Leninist Movement, And-Jëf. He would soon leave the movement, sharing neither 
its political ideas nor the boycott strategy it adopted toward the 1983 presidential election against 
the Left wing. Instead, Mr. Sall cast his vote for the Liberal Party, doing so again in the1988 presidential 
elections. He continued his studies and became a geological engineer and geophysicist, training at the 
Institute of Earth Sciences of Dakar (IST) and the National School for Petroleum and Engines (ENSPM) 
of the French Petroleum Institute of Paris (IFP). He is a member of several national and international 
associations of geologists and geophysicists. 
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Sharif Mohd Maimunah
Under-Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and 
Executive Director,  
UN-Habitat

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif (Malaysia) is the Executive Director of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), appointed at the level of Under-Secretary-General by the 
Secretary-General, following an election by the General Assembly on 22 December 2017. She 
succeeds Dr. Joan Clos of Spain. 
Prior to this appointment, Ms. Sharif was the Mayor of the City Council of Penang Island, Malaysia. In 
2011, she was the first woman to be appointed President of the Municipal Council of Seberang Perai. 
As mayor of a local authority, she led the Municipal Council of Seberang Perai to achieve its vision of 
a “cleaner, greener, safer and healthier place to work, live, invest and play.” Ms. Sharif began her career 
as a Town Planner at the Municipal Council of Penang Island in 1985. In 2003, she was promoted to 
Director of Planning and Development, a position she held until November 2009.
Born in Kuala Pilah, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia, on 26 August 1961, Ms. Sharif holds a Bachelor of 
Science with Honours in Town Planning Studies from the University of Wales Institute of Science and 
Technology, UK and a Master of Science in Planning Studies from the Malaysia Science University.

Stoeva Svetla
Head of Unit – West & Central 
Africa, Country Relations 
and Public Sector Financing, 
European Investment Bank

Svetla Stoeva is Head of Unit and Principal Advisor at the European Investment Bank, responsible 
for Public Sector financing and country relations in West and Central Africa. Prior to her current role, 
Ms Stoeva was focusing on private sector Project Finance & PPP transactions in sub-Saharan Africa. 
During her 16 years at EIB, Ms Stoeva has also been responsible for overall EIB financing activities 
in various EIB Partner countries in the Southern Africa & Indian Ocean region, as well as in the Near 
East. Between 2007 and 2010 Ms Stoeva served as Deputy Head of the EIB’s regional representation 
for Southern Africa located in Pretoria. Prior to joining EIB, Ms Stoeva was a corporate finance 
banker with JP Morgan Securities.

Tubiana Laurence
CEO of the European Climate 
Foundation (ECF) and Chair 
of the Board of Governors 
at the French Development 
Agency (AFD) 

Laurence Tubiana is CEO of the European Climate Foundation (ECF). In addition to her role at ECF, she 
is the Chair of the Board of Governors at the French Development Agency (AFD), and a Professor at 
Sciences Po, Paris. Before joining ECF, Laurence was France’s Climate Change Ambassador and Special 
Representative for COP21, and as such a key architect of the landmark Paris Agreement. Following 
COP21, she was appointed High Level Champion for climate action.
Laurence brings decades of expertise. From 1997—2002, she served as Senior Adviser on the 
Environment to the French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. From 2009—2010, she created and led the 
newly established Directorate for Global Public Goods at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She 
founded in 2002 and directed until 2014 the Institute of Sustainable Development and International 
Relations (IDDRI). She has held academic positions including Sciences Po and as Professor of 
International Affairs at Columbia University. She has been a member of numerous boards and 
scientific committees, including the Chinese Committee on the Environment and International 
Development (CCICED).
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Yapi Fernand
Cocody, Ivory Coast

Mr. Fernand YAPI, Ivorian born June 28, 1976 in Bouaké, Côte d’Ivoire, married, father of a boy. Holds a 
Master 2 in Economic Ethics and Sustainable Development and a Masters in Marketing and Sales.
Responsible for studies in the office of the Cocody City Council / Member of the CoM SSA Working 
Group (Covenant of Mayors for Sub-Saharan Africa.
CoM SSA Focal Point / Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy)
Member of RASEP (Network of actors serving the population of the municipality of Cocody)
Participated :
Workshop on Access to Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan for Urban Development in Sub-
Saharan Africa, Nairobi, Kenya from June 3 to 6, 2019;
At the Africities 8 Summit, eighth edition of the Pan-African days of local and territorial authorities in 
Marrakech, Morocco, from November 20 to 24, 2018.
At the Climate Chance-Africa Summit on June 28 and 29, 2018 in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire;
At the 23rd United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Bonn.

Yeboah Kofi
City Planner and Head of 
Physical Planning 
Department,
Sekondi-Takoradi

Kofi is the Metropolitan Director of Physical Planning for Sekondi -Takoradi Metropolis. He has 
overall responsibility for advising and leading city planning and mapping projects. 
Mr. Yeboah has been a city planner since 2005 and is a member of the Ghana institute of Planners. 
As an MSc holder in Bio-economy and Natural Resource management from the University of 
Eastern Finland, Kofi has been responsible for assisting many environmental projects regarding 
green infrastructure. 
Prior to his current position at Sekondi – Takoradi, Kofi has successfully worked on projects with the 
Swedish international Development Cooperation Agency (sida), the World Bank and the UN – Habitat.
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AR R I V AL S 
By plane: The L.S. Senghor International Airport is located 12 kilometres from the hotel and is 

easily accessible via our shuttle or by taxi. When leaving the airport, head towards “Dakar-Yoff” 
and travel straight for 4 km. Turn right at the “VDN” sign and travel straight for 6 kilometres. 

Just before the third bridge, take the right exit then the second on the right, leading to Corniche 
Ouest. Take a left turn at the bridge and use the service road leading to the hotel. 

By Car: The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar is located 6 km from the city centre taking the Corniche 
Ouest. Follow the signs to the hotel, which is located on your left on the Atlantic Ocean. 

 
 
 

RADISSON BLU HOTEL 
Route de la Corniche Ouest, BP 16868 Dakar, Senegal 

T: +221 33 869 33 33  F: +221 33 869 33 60 
info.dakar@radissonblu.com 
radissonblu.com/hotel-dakar 

M E E T I N G S 
M A D E E A S Y 

DA K A R 

HOTELS DESIGNED TO SAY YES! 
radissonblu.com/meetings 
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HOTEL GPS COORDINATES 
14°45′52.22″N, 17°21′57.7″W 
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W E LC O M E 

The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar nestles in a sumptuous location high on Dakar’s western 
Corniche facing the Atlantic Ocean. Our hotel marries elegance, design and comfort, and is 

ideally located between the city centre (6 km) and the Léopold Sédar Senghor International Airport 
(13 km). With its combination of luxury, comfort and state of the art equipment, our hotel 

has been designed with both business and leisure travellers in mind. 

 

C ON FE R E N C E S & M E E T I N GS  
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, has 12 private lounges, offering over 1600 m² 
of space for your meetings and conferences. 3 new lounges enjoy natural light, 

and have free internet access and hi-tech equipment. 

You will also be able to make use of our gardens for your 
cocktail parties, gala dinners and product launches. 

 

E X P ER I E N C E M EE T I N G S 
Experience Meetings by Radisson Blu is a concept that ensures successful meetings 

by harmonizing the tangibles: breakout rooms, connectivity and food 
with the intangibles such as: service, satisfaction and sustainability. 

An integral part of Experience Meetings is Brain Food, an innovative approach to healthy 
menus which is developed to support efficiency and ability to concentrate. 

Brain Box touches upon all the senses 
with walls you can write on, with colors that spark your brain and flexible furniture 
that give you the space to think. And, Experience Meetings makes it easy for you  

to go online when you meet with free Internet for all meeting delegates. 

Plus each time you book a meeting or event at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, 
you can earn Gold Points® within our Club CarlsonSM for Planners programme. Sign up now 

at clubcarlson.com and you can start earning points for Award Nights, upgrades and much more. 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

 
GROUND FLOOR 

R O O M S & S U I T E S 
For Autumn 2014, the Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, is pleased to unveil 54 new bedrooms, making a 

total of almost 240 bedrooms, all blending contemporary styling with African beauty. We now offer even 
more to ensure your complete satisfaction and perfect comfort: 11 Standard rooms with ocean views, 
30 Business Class rooms, 5 Business Suites, 7 Junior Suites, 3 Executive Suites and a 260 m² Presidential 

Suite with its own private entrance. All of our 22 prestigious Suites, ranging from 72 m² to 260 m², 
enjoy panoramic views over the Atlantic Ocean, free hi-speed Internet access, LCD TV, Video on Demand, 
individual air-conditioning, spacious office areas, and a room safe suitable for lap-top computers. 

Our Business Class rooms offer extra services, including Nespresso® coffee machine, 
free “Box-Office” films, bathrobe and slippers, late check-out option, and lots more. 

 

A P A R TM E NT S 
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar has 7 apartments located in the Sea Plaza shopping centre with 

direct access to the hotel. These apartments all benefit from modern architecture and are 
luxuriously equipped, ranging in size between 135 and 295 m² and offering a sitting room, 

one or two bedrooms, kitchen, private terrace and all hotel services. 

 

R E S TA U R ANT  & BA R 
The menu at the Little Buddha offers you a fusion of Asian and Californian cuisine, using fresh 

and tasty products, in a cosy and fashionable environment. Why not enjoy a grill and a selection 
of cocktails at the Pool Grill & Bar, while listening to one of our live concerts or the lapping 

of the waves in the background. The gourmet L’Avenue restaurant invites you to discover 
its extensive buffet and incomparable seafood bar. The Onyx Bar is pleased to welcome you 

for your business meetings, or just drinks with friends. 

 

S P A & S E R V I C E S 
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar provides a huge range of services, all offering the comfort and 

excellence of a five-star hotel. The Buddhattitude Spa is the only one of its kind in Africa, beckoning you 
into an intimate world of beauty, well-being, serenity and total pleasure. This 1300 m² relaxation space 
will transport you to the heart of the Ayurveda, with its 8 treatment rooms – all perfectly-designed 
to develop your chakras-, manicure, pedicure and beauty area, boutique and high-tech fitness suite. 

The Buddhattitude Spa also boasts 2 hydrotherapy cabins, heated jet pool, sauna and eucalyptus-scented 
hammam, not forgetting the Tea Bar, with its menu of non-alcoholic cocktails and smoothies. 
What’s more, the hotel has a 750 m² Olympic-size infinity pool with views over the Ocean. 

You can also take advantage of the direct access to Sea Plaza, voted the most luxurious 
shopping centre in West Africa (with its 80 stores, bowling alley and cinema), 

deluxe concierge service, free shuttle and limousine airport service. 
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Boardroom 

 

Theatre 

 

Cocktail 

Mermoz 1 800 000 200 6 72 156 130 80 90 180 200 

Mermoz 2 600 000 100 6 40 84 50 30 40 80 100 

Mermoz 1 + 2 1 400 000 300 3.3 112 240 180 120 130 280 300 

Saint-Exupéry 300 000 56 3.3 24 36 25 20 25 40 50 

Etienne Victor 300 000 56 3.3 24 36 25 20 25 40 50 

Guillaumet 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Daurat 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Latécoère 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Patio 0 360 2.4 300 300 220 140 150 340 350 

Adansonia 1 800 000 446 3.3 132 242 200 130 140 400 500 

Digitata 1 700 000 142 3.3 36 66 100 60 70 160 200 

DIgitata 2 500 000 69 3.3 18 33 30 25 30 40 80 

Océan 600 000 149 3.3 66 77 40 35 30 40 80 

 

Breakout session  
(digitalisation)

Experts
desks

Coffee breaks, lunch  
and closing cocktail

AFRICA
DAKAR DAY

2020

AFRICA
DAKAR DAY

2020AFRICA
DAKAR DAY

2020

1ST FLOOR 
 
 
 
 
 

 
W E LC O M E 

The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar nestles in a sumptuous location high on Dakar’s western 
Corniche facing the Atlantic Ocean. Our hotel marries elegance, design and comfort, and is 

ideally located between the city centre (6 km) and the Léopold Sédar Senghor International Airport 
(13 km). With its combination of luxury, comfort and state of the art equipment, our hotel 

has been designed with both business and leisure travellers in mind. 

 

C ON FE R E N C E S & M E E T I N GS  
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, has 12 private lounges, offering over 1600 m² 
of space for your meetings and conferences. 3 new lounges enjoy natural light, 

and have free internet access and hi-tech equipment. 

You will also be able to make use of our gardens for your 
cocktail parties, gala dinners and product launches. 

 

E X P ER I E N C E M EE T I N G S 
Experience Meetings by Radisson Blu is a concept that ensures successful meetings 

by harmonizing the tangibles: breakout rooms, connectivity and food 
with the intangibles such as: service, satisfaction and sustainability. 

An integral part of Experience Meetings is Brain Food, an innovative approach to healthy 
menus which is developed to support efficiency and ability to concentrate. 

Brain Box touches upon all the senses 
with walls you can write on, with colors that spark your brain and flexible furniture 
that give you the space to think. And, Experience Meetings makes it easy for you  

to go online when you meet with free Internet for all meeting delegates. 

Plus each time you book a meeting or event at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, 
you can earn Gold Points® within our Club CarlsonSM for Planners programme. Sign up now 

at clubcarlson.com and you can start earning points for Award Nights, upgrades and much more. 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

 
GROUND FLOOR 

R O O M S & S U I T E S 
For Autumn 2014, the Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar, is pleased to unveil 54 new bedrooms, making a 

total of almost 240 bedrooms, all blending contemporary styling with African beauty. We now offer even 
more to ensure your complete satisfaction and perfect comfort: 11 Standard rooms with ocean views, 
30 Business Class rooms, 5 Business Suites, 7 Junior Suites, 3 Executive Suites and a 260 m² Presidential 

Suite with its own private entrance. All of our 22 prestigious Suites, ranging from 72 m² to 260 m², 
enjoy panoramic views over the Atlantic Ocean, free hi-speed Internet access, LCD TV, Video on Demand, 
individual air-conditioning, spacious office areas, and a room safe suitable for lap-top computers. 

Our Business Class rooms offer extra services, including Nespresso® coffee machine, 
free “Box-Office” films, bathrobe and slippers, late check-out option, and lots more. 

 

A P A R TM E NT S 
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar has 7 apartments located in the Sea Plaza shopping centre with 

direct access to the hotel. These apartments all benefit from modern architecture and are 
luxuriously equipped, ranging in size between 135 and 295 m² and offering a sitting room, 

one or two bedrooms, kitchen, private terrace and all hotel services. 

 

R E S TA U R ANT  & BA R 
The menu at the Little Buddha offers you a fusion of Asian and Californian cuisine, using fresh 

and tasty products, in a cosy and fashionable environment. Why not enjoy a grill and a selection 
of cocktails at the Pool Grill & Bar, while listening to one of our live concerts or the lapping 

of the waves in the background. The gourmet L’Avenue restaurant invites you to discover 
its extensive buffet and incomparable seafood bar. The Onyx Bar is pleased to welcome you 

for your business meetings, or just drinks with friends. 

 

S P A & S E R V I C E S 
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Dakar provides a huge range of services, all offering the comfort and 

excellence of a five-star hotel. The Buddhattitude Spa is the only one of its kind in Africa, beckoning you 
into an intimate world of beauty, well-being, serenity and total pleasure. This 1300 m² relaxation space 
will transport you to the heart of the Ayurveda, with its 8 treatment rooms – all perfectly-designed 
to develop your chakras-, manicure, pedicure and beauty area, boutique and high-tech fitness suite. 

The Buddhattitude Spa also boasts 2 hydrotherapy cabins, heated jet pool, sauna and eucalyptus-scented 
hammam, not forgetting the Tea Bar, with its menu of non-alcoholic cocktails and smoothies. 
What’s more, the hotel has a 750 m² Olympic-size infinity pool with views over the Ocean. 

You can also take advantage of the direct access to Sea Plaza, voted the most luxurious 
shopping centre in West Africa (with its 80 stores, bowling alley and cinema), 

deluxe concierge service, free shuttle and limousine airport service. 
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Cocktail 

Mermoz 1 800 000 200 6 72 156 130 80 90 180 200 

Mermoz 2 600 000 100 6 40 84 50 30 40 80 100 

Mermoz 1 + 2 1 400 000 300 3.3 112 240 180 120 130 280 300 

Saint-Exupéry 300 000 56 3.3 24 36 25 20 25 40 50 

Etienne Victor 300 000 56 3.3 24 36 25 20 25 40 50 

Guillaumet 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Daurat 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Latécoère 150 000 25 3.3 NA NA NA 09 10 NA NA 

Patio 0 360 2.4 300 300 220 140 150 340 350 

Adansonia 1 800 000 446 3.3 132 242 200 130 140 400 500 

Digitata 1 700 000 142 3.3 36 66 100 60 70 160 200 

DIgitata 2 500 000 69 3.3 18 33 30 25 30 40 80 

Océan 600 000 149 3.3 66 77 40 35 30 40 80 
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EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK

Banking in Africa:  
Delivering on Financial Inclusion, 

Supporting Financial Stability

Banking in Africa: Delivering on Financial Inclusion, Supporting Financial Stability

Banking in Africa 

In its fourth edition, this report focuses on recent developments in 
Africa’s banking sectors and the policy options for all stakeholders.
The study of banking sectors across all African sub-regions 
includes the results of the EIB survey of banking groups operating 
in Africa.

Resilient Africa
Opportunities for action  

Resilient Africa: Opportunities for action 

Africa’s economy is growing, driven by a youthful and ambitious 
population, but this progress is vulnerable to shocks, especially 
from conflicts and climate change. The EIB plans to mobilise 
€100 billion in investment to help the continent
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MICROFINANCE
EMPOWERING THE SMALLEST 
BUSINESSES

Microfinance: Empowering the smallest businesses 

Strengthening small businesses, including micro-enterprises, is 
one of the EIB priorities. The Bank’s microfinance investments 
help the most underserved parts of society by focusing on people 
excluded from the economy and banking. In particular, we help to 
sustain jobs, empower women and girls, build resilient economies 
and support rural communities
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TRUST FUNDS  
IN ACTION

TRUST FUNDS  
IN ACTION

Trust Funds in Action 

Resources for development finance are limited. One way in which 
the EIB can help our partners get the most out of their resources 
are trust funds. These trust funds have raised around €1.1 billion 
from our donors, currently 24 EU countries and the European 
Commission. Together, we have mobilised over €20 billion of 
investment in good projects. Find out how in this overview. 
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The impact of private  
sector projects in Africa 

Studies from  
the EIB-GDN Programme

The impact of private sector projects in Africa: 
Studies from the EIB-GDN Programme

The EIB has been working with talented African researchers and 
top global experts to assess the Bank’s development impacts 
in Africa. This report presents the first studies under this joint 
programme with the Global Development Network. The research 
examines the profile of the Bank’s beneficiaries and how they 
are affected by EIB operations, using primary data, in-depth 
analysis and academically rigorous methodologies. The lessons 
learned should help the Bank to further enhance its contribution 
to sustainable and inclusive development. Furthermore, this 
programme is enhancing capacity for impact studies by training 
a set of talented young researchers from a number of African 
countries.
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  twitter.com/EIB

  facebook.com/EuropeanInvestmentBank

  youtube.com/EIBtheEUbank

  instagram.com/europeaninvestmentbank/

  linkedin.com/company/european-investment-bank

European Investment Bank
98 -100, boulevard Konrad Adenauer
L-2950 Luxembourg
3	+352 4379-1
www.eib.org – U info@eib.org

http://www.twitter.com/EIB

