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Overview 
 

Project Name: SNAM RETE GAS INFRASTRUTTURE  

Project Number: 20150200 

Country: Italy 

Project Description: The investment programme contributes to modernising and 
expanding the Italian gas transmission system. It consists of 21 gas 
transmission components in northern and southern Italy. Three 
components (defined by Italy and the EU as Projects of Common 
Interest) serve the purpose of increasing gas transmission capacity in 
North-West Italy for reverse cross-border gas flows with neighbouring 
countries, in case needed. These components are two new 
compressor stations (at Minerbio and at Sergnano) and a new 62 km 
long pipeline of 1400 mm diameter between Cervignano and Mortara. 
The remaining components replace existing old pipeline sections and 
related obsolete equipment, thus improving the operating flexibility of 
the gas transmission system and securing the supply of gas to Italian 
consumers. The length of such components is typically short, 
between 2km and 25km, and diameters are comparatively small, 
ranging from 400 mm to 900 mm. Most of the components are 
located in Northern Italy. Only one component, the modernisation of 
the gas receiving terminal Mazara del Vallo, is located in Sicily on the 
Transmediterranean pipeline system that transports gas from Algeria 
via Tunisia to Italy. This component includes primarily the 
replacement of old process and electrical equipment, as well as 
changes to station internal piping and to installations for better 
handling of liquids from the gas stream arriving from Algeria. 

 

EIA required:      Required for 4 components 
 

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise
1
:   Yes 

(details for projects included are provided in section: “EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise”) 
 

Summary of Environmental and Social Assessment, including key 
issues and overall conclusion and recommendation 

Pipeline routes are determined to avoid environmentally sensitive areas to the extent 
possible. The pipelines will be underground and follow existing rights of way where 
appropriate, thus maintaining the integrity of sensitive zones. Impacts that can be typically 
expected are mainly temporary and relate to construction works (clearing of rights of way, 
noise, dust, increased traffic, temporary access restrictions, construction camps and lay-down 
areas, waste disposal, crossing of highways, rails and water ways). These impacts can 
usually be well managed by appropriate measures taken by the construction company in 
order to avoid unacceptable impacts and nuisance to other parties. Some pipeline sections 
will affect Natura2000 sites and do require installation technologies such as horizontal drilling 
in order to minimise impacts. No permanent visual impact is expected to result from the 
various components of this programme. Works at the terminal at Mazara del Vallo will be 
executed within the existing industrial terminal area. The main social impacts will concern the 

                                                 
1 Only projects that meet the scope of the Pilot Exercise, as defined in the EIB draft Carbon Footprint 

Methodologies, are included, provided estimated emissions exceed the methodology thresholds: above 100,000 

tons CO2e/year absolute (gross) or 20,000 tons CO2e/year relative (net) – both increases and savings.  
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compensation for leasing rights of way and the compensation for the loss of crops. The 
promoter informed that it might have to enforce in some cases rights of way and acceptance 
of compensations by land owners through expropriation procedures under the national legal 
system.  
 
The results of the available authorisations for the various components do not signal issues 
that form an obstacle to the acceptance of the programme by the Bank. However, the 
authorisation process is not finished for some components and the promoter has at this stage 
not provided all documents requested by the Bank. Therefore the Bank will introduce an 
undertaking in its finance contract requesting the promoter to provide the missing information 
and approvals. The promoter is also requested to allocate EIB funds only to those 
components, for which the approval process has been completed with results satisfactory to 
the Bank.  
 
 

Environmental and Social Assessment  
 

Environmental Assessment  

All 21 project components have been subject to reviews by Italian authorities. Most of them 
(17) have been screened-out from the obligation to follow an EIA procedure. For four 
components an environmental impact assessment procedure was requested. Out of the 21 
components 16 have been approved, of which 3 EIA components.  The authorisation process 
is ongoing for five components.  
 
Following Natura2000 sites are affected by the programme: 
 
Pipeline section NR/10208 – Var. frana Loc. Campegli Der Sestri L 
This component is replacing and modifying an existing pipeline route over a distance of some 
1.5 km. The section has a diameter of 400mm and will be operated at a maximum of 75 bar. 
Works here include typical pipeline laying activities, which affect the SIC n. 1333307, however 
without remaining residual impacts after mitigation measures, and not requiring any 
compensation measure. 
 
Pipeline section NR/12040 - Raldon – Legnago 
This component replaces various existing pipeline sections over a total of 24.5 km (diameters 
of 250 mm and 400mm, maximum operating pressure of 12 bar). The component affects the 
SIC IT3210016 “Palude del Brusà-Le Vallette” over a length of 720 m, which will be crossed 
by trenchless technology (horizontal directional drilling). No construction is foreseen during 
breading periods of relevant species. No negative residual impact is expected and no 
compensation was required by the authorities. This component underwent an environmental 
impact assessment procedure that was approved in mid of 2015. 
 
No other components affect Natura2000 sites. 
 
 

EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise 

CO2 emissions will result from the fuel consumption of new compressors. The amount is 
estimated at 84 ktCO2e/year based on the promoter's predicted average utilisation of these 
components. The reminder of the programme aims at replacing or improving pipeline sections 
that are obsolete or have reached their end of lifetime. It is assumed that potential leakage of 
gas after the project is not different from the before project situation. 

For the annual accounting purposes of the EIB Carbon Footprint, the project emissions will be 
prorated according to the EIB lending amount signed in that year, as a proportion of project 
cost. 
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Social Assessment, where applicable 

See “Summary of Environmental and Social Assessment” 
 
 

Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement, where required 

Public consultation and publication of the authorities’ decisions are mandatory under Italian 
legislation for environmental impact assessments. Consultation for the screened-out 
components was not undertaken. The extent to which the authorities’ decisions in this regard 
have been made public needs to be confirmed by the promoter.  
 
 

Other Environmental and Social Aspects 

The Bank is not aware of other environmental and social aspects. 

 


