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Environmental and Social Data Sheet 

Overview 

Project Name: CAMPUS SACLAY AGRO-PARISTECH 

Project Number: 2015-0050 

Country: France 

Project Description: Déménagement de AgroParistech et une partie de l'INRA sur 
le plateau de Saclay. 

EIA required: yes 

Schools and related buildings are not specifically mentioned in the EIA Directive though the 
project is covered by Annex II of the Directove in relation to urban development. The Promoter 
is investigating with the competent state authorities whether an EIA will be required, which is 
likely given the size of the construction. 

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise
1
: no

Environmental and Social Assessment 

Environmental Assessment 
The project concerns the construction of the School’s new Campus on the plateau de 
Palaiseau, Ile-de-France, within the greater campus of the Paris-Saclay University. The 
campus will be built on a plot of land of 4.2 hectares located on the west of the “Ecole 
Polytechnique”, and will dispose of 46,374 m2 of useful surface (about 65k m2 SHON2) of 
which10,809 m2 will be dedicated to teaching (classrooms, conference centres, auditoriums), 
and 25,481m2 to Research activities. It will also include the administration areas, reception, 
logistics and maintenance rooms, and various student life facilities. Finally, the project 
includes the external areas, landscaping and underground parking for 600 vehicles. It should 
be noted that the project is in a preliminary phase and these figures will be reviewed with the 
final design. 

Schools and related buildings are not specifically mentioned in the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU 
as amended, though the project is covered by Annex II of the Directive in relation to urban 
development. The project is subject to the provisions of the Ordinance No. 2016-1058 of 3 
August 2016 and its implementing decree No. 2016-1110 of 11 August 2016, related to the 
modification of the rules applicable to the environmental assessment of projects, plans and 
programs. The promoter is investigating with the competent state authorities whether an EIA 
will be required which is likely given the size of the construction. 

Prior to disbursement, the promoter will provide the Bank with the decision and 
documentation related to the Environmental Impact analysis including the Non-Technical 
Summary. In addition the promoter will provide the Bank with the Non-Technical Summary of 
the EIA of the (zone d'aménagement concerté - ZAC) of “l'Ecole polytechnique in which the 
Campus will be located. 

1
 Only projects that meet the scope of the Pilot Exercise, as defined in the EIB draft Carbon Footprint Methodologies, 

are included, provided estimated emissions exceed the methodology thresholds: above 100,000 tons CO2e/year 
absolute (gross) or 20,000 tons CO2e/year relative (net) – both increases and savings.  
2
 SHON: surface hors œuvre nette is a standardised measure of surface used in construction projects, and defines in 

rough terms the liveable space.  
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The project will be located on the Plateau de Saclay in the outskirts of Paris. The Campus will 
be built on an existing development zone and is not on a Natura 2000 site. The site is clean, 
and there is no demolition works needed. A study has demonstrated that there is no pollution 
that would require de-contamination measures. The soil in the area consists of alternating 
layers of clay and sand, and a geotechnical study that has been done suggests that although 
in the specific plot where the campus will be built the risks are moderate, a system of deep 
foundations should be used, in order to mitigate for any risks related to the soli structure. 
More relevant studies will be carried out by the general contractor. 
 
The specificity of the research activities in the campus (chemical products will have to be 
stored and used in different facilities, specific requirements for greenhouses, climatic 
chambers and high level confinement laboratories - C3, L3, S3), will require that an ICPE3 file 
will be submitted in the frame of the administrative authorisations necessary for the project. 

 

The ICPE permit contains comprehensive provisions relating to the setting and operation of 

the facility, its emissions in the environment, as well as hazard prevention and monitoring 

measures. However, it does not replace some other specific environmental permits or 

authorisations. 

 

Certain research projects make use of animal testing (ex. research done by the unit PNCA -
Physiologie de la Nutrition et du Comportement Alimentaire, that investigates the 
mechanisms by which the body continually ensures its protein and energy balance) such as 
rats and rats and mice. They live in an A1 type “animalerie” under conventional 
accommodation conditions and without breeding.  
In all cases animal testing activities will comply with the relevant regulation in France (articles 
R214-87 to R214-137 of the French rural code) which has been updated by the 2013-118 
decree and five orders from February 1st 2013, according to the European directive 
2010/63/EU. 

 
In summary the construction project will require the following major authorisations: 

 
- Study on the safety and security of the public 
- ICPE permit;  
- Construction Permit 
- Environmental Impact Analysis (if so decided by the ongoing study) 
 
Specialist offices have been commissioned, in order to assist the promoter with the different 
studies. 

 
 
Other Environmental and Social Aspects 
Sustainability and energy efficiency factors are taken strongly in consideration during the pre-
design of the project. The objectives of the project in terms of Energy efficiency are 
aggressive; the goal is to achieve primary energy consumption levels for the teaching and 
administration areas 30% lower than what defined in the national legislation (Réglementation 
Thermique 2012

4
). While the laboratories are excluded from these targets due to their energy 

                                                 
3
 ICPE is an integrated permit system for activities or facilities which are likely to generate dangers or 

inconveniences to public health and environment. These activities are known as "classified facilities for environment 
protection" (installations classées pour la protection de l'environnement) (ICPE). . 
4
 The RT 2012 has the objective to limit primary energy consumption of new buildings to a maximum of 50 kWhpe / 

(m² / year) on average, encouraging technological and industrial development for buildings and equipment; a good 
level of energy quality of buildings, regardless of the choice of energy system; and a technical and economic balance 
between the energy used for heating and hot water. 

http://www.recherche-animale.org/sites/default/files/c_rural_2013.pdf
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consumption and operational specificities, efforts will be done in order to reduce their energy 
consumption as well. Overall the campus should be HQE

5
 certified for its environmental 

performance. 

The main sustainability principles that should be incorporated in the design in order to achieve 
the targets include: 
- Reduction of the energy demand through the architectural design, including the building's 

ability to adapt and reduce its energy needs in summer and in winter, improve the 
efficient flow of air, and minimise the areas of loss. 

- Reduction of primary energy consumption including the reduction of energy needed for 
heating, cooling, lighting, ventilation, hot water, and auxiliary operating systems. 
Implementation of innovative systems, reduction of artificial lighting and of consumption of 
electromechanical equipment, use of local renewable energy sources, etc. 

- Reduction of pollutant emissions, calculation of CO2 and SO2 equivalents generated by 
the use of energy, calculation of amounts of radioactive waste generated by the use of 
electricity from the grid, choice of equipment taking in consideration their impact on the 
ozone layer, etc. 

Finally the EPPS
6
 (the developer of the defined development zone (ZAC) plans to put in place 

a heating and cooling network partially fed by geothermal renewable energy. 

 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Schools and related buildings are not specifically mentioned in the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU 
as amended, though the project is covered by Annex II of the Directive in relation to urban 
development. The project is subject to the provisions of the Ordinance No. 2016-1058 of 3 
August 2016 and its implementing decree No. 2016-1110 of 11 August 2016, related to the 
modification of the rules applicable to the environmental assessment of projects, plans and 
programs. The promoter is investigating with the competent state authorities whether an EIA 
will be required which is likely given the size of the construction. 
 
Prior to disbursement, the promoter will provide the Bank with the decision and 
documentation related to the Environmental Impact analysis including the Non-Technical 
Summary. In addition the promoter will provide the Bank with the Non-Technical Summary of 
the EIA of the (zone d'aménagement concerté - ZAC) of “l'Ecole polytechnique in which the 
Campus will be located. 
 
In addition, the promoter will undertake to provide the Bank with the other major 
authorisations, which include: 
 
- Study on the safety and security of the public  
- ICPE permit; 
 
Finally, the promoter undertakes that animal testing activities will comply with the relevant 
regulation in France which has been updated by the 2013-118 decree and five orders from 
February 1st 2013, according to the European directive 2010/63/EU. 
 
Subject to the above conditions being met, the project is considered acceptable for EIB 
financing from an environmental and social point of view. 

                                                 
5 HQE (Haute Qualité Environnementale) is a French standard for green construction, based on principles of 
sustainable development somewhat equivalent to the more commonly known LEED and BREEM. 
6 EPPS (L'Établissement public Paris-Saclay) is a public organisation of industrial and commercial nature, under 
supervision of the State, which aims to promote and coordinate the development of the scientific and technological 
pole Paris-Saclay. 




