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Overview 
 

Project Name: LODZ URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE  

Project Number: 2014-0152 

Country: Poland 

Project Description: The project covers small, medium and large investment schemes 

mainly in the fields of transport and local roads modernization in the 
City of Lodz. 

EIA required:   Multi-Scheme. Some of the schemes may require an EIA under 

Annex II of the EIA Directive.  

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise1:   no   
 

Summary of Environmental and Social Assessment, including key 
issues and overall conclusion and recommendation 

 
The project is a framework loan and the schemes cover the sectors of the City’s public 
transport and road network, including the rehabilitation and extension of tram lines and 
reconstruction of some urban roads and bicycle tracks.  
 
Poland, as a Member State, is required to follow the relevant EU legislation in relation to the 
environmental impact of projects (namely SEA, EIA, Habitat/Natura 2000 Directives). The 
new EIA Polish law, which is fully compliant with EU Directives, entered into force in 
November 2008. Some of the schemes in the operation are likely to fall under Annex II of the 
EIA Directive 2011/92/EU and hence competent authorities decide on a case-by-case basis 
whether a full EIA has to be carried out or not, including public consultation. Schemes are 
beyond Natura 2000 areas and no impacts are expected on Natura 2000 sites. Details on 
environmental aspects of each scheme, when and where relevant, will be checked at 
allocation stage. 
 
The Bank will require the promoter to act according to the provisions of SEA, EIA, 
Habitat/Natura 2000 Directives as transposed into national law. The Promoter shall not 
commit any EIB funds against schemes that require an EIA or biodiversity assessment 
according to EU and national law without, prior to commitment, receiving the consent from the 
competent authority, and the NTS of the EIA having been made available to the public. The 
Promoter will be contractually obliged to provide documentation approved by the Competent 
Authority stating that there are no negative impacts on biodiversity or that the appropriate 
mitigation measures are being taken. 
 
The project implementation will have a positive influence on the living conditions of the City’s 
inhabitants, as well as on the environment and the City's spatial layout. The different 
interventions on the road and public transport systems should help improve traffic congestion 
and road safety, contributing also to a positive modal shift towards public transport, and 
therefore decreasing traffic-related pollutant emissions. The institutional capacity of the 
Promoter to manage the environmental issues in the Project is deemed satisfactory.  
 
Considering the above, the project is acceptable for EIB financing from an environmental 
point of view. 
 

                                                 
1 Only projects that meet the scope of the Pilot Exercise, as defined in the EIB draft Carbon Footprint 

Methodologies, are included, provided estimated emissions exceed the methodology thresholds: above 100,000 

tons CO2e/year absolute (gross) or 20,000 tons CO2e/year relative (net) – both increases and savings.  
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Environmental and Social Assessment  
 

Environmental Assessment   
Given that the project is a framework loan, the Bank’s appraisal is carried out in two steps. 
First the environmental capacity of the Promoter in terms of complying with SEA, EIA and 
Habitat/Natura 2000 Directives is assessed, as well as whether the proposed schemes satisfy 
the Promoter’s long term strategy. Then later, once the individual schemes are submitted to 
the Bank for approval, the compliance of individual schemes is assessed (allocation stage). 
Strategy on public transport and in general on mobility is clearly highlighted in the update of 
the “Lodz Region Development Strategy for 2007-2020”, which went through a strategic 
environmental assessment (SEA) process in December 2005, in compliance with EU SEA 
Directive 2001/42. 
 
A new Polish EIA law, which is fully compliant with EU Directives, entered into force in 
November 2008 (Act on Providing Information on the Environment and Environmental 
Protection, Public Participation in Environmental Protection and on Environmental Impact 
Assessment). According to the Act, the Competent Authority issuing environmental permits 
for municipal roads or county roads is the City, after consultation with the Regional Director 
for Environmental Protection (RDEP) and with the Regional Sanitary Inspectorate. 
Furthermore, the Act states that the Promoter or the Environmental Authority can decide on 
whether a supplemental EIA is required before issuing the building decision. 

Four categories of schemes have been defined at this stage and some of the road schemes, 
and in particular the tramway extension, are likely to fall under Annex II. For the tramway 
extension an environmental impact assessment (EIA) has been carried out and based on this, 
the section was screened out by the competent authority (Regional Director of Environmental 
Protection in Lodz) on 11th October 2013 before submission of the application to EU for 
financing from EU Structural Funds.  Nevertheless, this issue and details on environmental 
aspects of each other road scheme, when and where relevant, will be checked at allocation 
stage.  

In addition, the Bank will require the Promoter to make the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of 
the EIAs available to the public through publication on its website and as for reporting to the 
EIB, for all schemes falling under the provisions of Directive 2011/92/EU, before the 
corresponding allocation, the Promoter will provide the Bank with either the NTS or a 
justification issued by the competent authority for screening out the scheme, as appropriate.   

Schemes are not likely to have an impact on Natura 2000 protected sites and therefore will 
not be subject to Nature Assessments according to the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and 
Birds Directives (79/409/EEC).  However, within the city limits there are a number of sites 
protected according to the Law on nature protection e.g. a nature reserve – Las Łagiewnicki 
(70ha), a fragment of landscape park – Wzniesienia Łódzkie. None of them belongs to the 
Natura 2000 network. The potential impact of the schemes will be assessed by the competent 
authority in the permitting process and will be assessed by the Bank when the schemes are 
submitted for allocation under the Framework loan. 
 
In general, the investments will be implemented in urban and highly urbanized areas with 
limited value for nature. The project will not likely result in contravention of water conditions or 
groundwater pollution, nor result in any changes or pollution of the ground surface and soil or 
their loss. In addition, no changes which would have a significant influence on plants and 
animals are expected. 
 
The schemes are expected to have some minor environmental impacts during construction 
and limited residual impact in the operational phase. In the cases of road and tram 
infrastructure modernization schemes, the intervention shall be limited to the existing lanes of 
the roads and the tram’s right of way, which reduces potential impacts to a minimum. For all 
the schemes, all the works will be carried out using technologies which guarantee the lowest 
nuisance possible to the environment and the residents. In addition, a number of technical 
and organizational measures aiming at minimising these impacts have been taken into 
consideration during the construction phase. 


