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Overview 

Project Name: DOBRUN & SADOVA SOLAR 

Project Number: 2025-0095 

Country: Romania 

Project Description: The project consists of the development, construction and 
 operation of a portfolio of 3 solar PV plants with a total capacity
 of 190 MWp, located in southern Romania, in the Olt and 
 Dolj counties. 

EIA required:      no    

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise:   yes  
(details for projects included are provided in section: “EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise”) 

Environmental and Social Assessment  

The project involves the construction and operation of three ground-mounted solar photovoltaic 
(PV) plants with a total planned capacity of 190 MWp.  

Two of the PV plants are located in Dobrun, Olt County. Each plant will be connected via an 
individual 12.5 km-long, 33 kV underground interconnection cable to a single, new 33/110 kV 
substation which will serve both plants. The 33 kV interconnection lines will cross beneath the 
nearby Oltet River using horizontal directional drilling. The 33/110 kV substation is located in 

Bălș, at 20 m from the existing 110 kV distribution line 'Oțelăria–Bălș', which is owned by the 

distribution system operator (DSO), Distributie Energie Oltenia. The substation will connect to 
the 110 kV distribution line via a c. 20 m overhead 110 kV line. 

The third PV plant is located in Sadova, Dolj County, approximately 52 km southwest of the PV 
plants in Dobrun. This plant will be connected to another new 33/110 kV substation, located in 

Călărași, via four underground 33 kV interconnection lines, each up to 1.3 km in length. The 

substation will connect to the existing 110 kV Dăbuleni–Bechet distribution line, also owned by 
Distributie Energie Oltenia, via a 200 m-long, 110 kV overhead line. 

Environmental Assessment  

Due to their technical characteristics, the PV plants fall under Annex II of the EIA Directive, 
leaving it to the national competent authority to determine according to Annex III of said 
Directive whether an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required. Both 33/110 kV 
substations, as well as the underground 33 kV interconnection lines, do not fall under either 
Annex I or Annex II of the EIA Directive. Both 110 kV overhead lines fall under Annex II of the 
EIA Directive. 

In 2022, the national law related to land resources was amended, allowing renewable energy 
projects to be developed on agricultural land located extra-muros (outside urban boundaries), 
without requiring reclassification to intra-muros (urban land), provided that the plots do not 
exceed 50 hectares. In line with this amendment, and in response to an increase in the overall 
project capacity during the development stage, the project developer submitted the screening 
applications by dividing each PV plant into segments of less than 50 hectares. As a result, each 
PV plant was split into 3 segments, leading to a total of 9 PV plant segments. Separate 
applications for screening decisions for the PV plant segments were submitted to the competent 
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authority, resulting in screening-out decisions for an EIA for each PV plant segment, issued 
between Q3 2022 and Q4 2023. The screening-out decisions conclude that no significant 
effects can be expected from the construction or operation of the PV plant segments. 

One PV plant in Dobrun is adjacent to the Oltet River, which is designated as both a Natura 
2000 site and a natural reserve (Valea Oltetului - ROSAC0266 and RONPA0894), while the 
other PV plant in Dobrun is c. 1 km away from this protected area. The PV plant in Sadova is 
located at c. 2.5 km from Natura 2000 sites ‘Coridorul Jiului’ (ROSAC0045) and ‘Confluența Jiu 

– Dunăre’ (ROSPA0023). None of the screening-out decisions for any of the PV plant segments 
refer to the nearby Natura 2000 sites.  

The 33/110 kV substation related to the PV plant in Sadova, the associated 110 kV overhead 
line and 33 kV underground interconnection lines were not subject to an EIA screening, 
according to the decision issued by the competent authority in June 2023.  

For the substation and ancillary infrastructure related to the PV plants in Dobrun, two screening-
out decisions were obtained on 27/11/2023. The 33 kV interconnection lines for both PV plants 
in Dobrun are planned to cross via horizontal directional drilling under Oltet River, which is part 
of the Natura 2000 site and natural reserve ‘Valea Oltetului’. Both screening-out decisions state 
that it was found that the project is not expected to have a significant negative impact on the 
integrity of the Natura 2000 site and on the conservation objectives and does not require the 
development of an Appropriate Assessment under Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and 
under national legislation. Both decisions are based on the limited, short-term nature of the 
construction works, the lack of permanent habitat loss, and the marginal location of the 
intervention. Before obtaining both screening decisions, a permit for each was received from 
the Water Administration Management (on 30/10/2023) and a favourable opinion for each from 
the National Agency for Protected Natural Areas (ANANP; on 14/11/2023), stating that the 
project is not expected to have significant effects on the conservation objectives of the protected 
site.  

All the screening decisions received, for the PV plants segments, the substations and 
associated infrastructure, indicate that cumulative impacts are not applicable. However, it 
cannot be determined if cumulative impact has been considered in the screening process.  

A third-party Environmental and Social (E&S) consultant, engaged by the promoter, conducted 
an environmental and social assessment of the project and carried out a site visit. The 
environmental and social assessment report concludes that no critical habitats were identified 
within the project areas, neither along the interconnection lines crossing the Natura 2000 site, 
and that no significant impact on the environment and on the nearby protected sites is to be 
expected. The E&S specialist also assessed possible cumulative impacts in relation to the 
project as a whole and in relation to existing or planned projects in the area. The report 
concluded that no significant cumulative environmental or social impacts can be expected. 

For projects of this nature and size, typical impacts during the construction phase relate to dust, 
noise, topsoil destruction, compaction of soil, habitat loss and fragmentation, alterations in 
landscape etc.  

During the operational phase, the impacts related to this type of projects are expected to be 
limited, such as noise emissions from the transformers, waste generation, visual impact, impact 
on habitats (such as population fragmentation, barriers on movements of species etc.). The 
impact of the 33 kV transmission lines, to be installed under existing roads, is expected to be 
minimal, while for the 110 kV overhead lines, due to their limited length, the impact is also 
expected to be limited. 

Specific mitigation measures foreseen in the screening-out decisions can be summarised as 
follows: 

• Protection of groundwater quality by avoiding accidental loss of materials, fuels and 
oils from the construction site machinery or equipment, 
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• Minimization and prevention of air pollution and particulate matter or dust by ensuring 
proper maintenance of vehicles and machinery, water spraying on site when needed, 
covering transports of dust-generating materials, cleaning of vehicles at the site entries 
and exits, etc.; 

• Soil and groundwater protection by applying proper waste management practices and 
proper storage of materials on site, re-use of topsoil for site restoration; 

• Adherence to noise limits in line with local regulations, use of properly functioning 
machinery to reduce noise levels and avoiding works during nighttime. 

For the substation and ancillary infrastructure related to the PV plants in Dobrun, specific 
conditions were included in the permits received from the Water Administration 
Management and the opinions from the National Agency for Protected Natural Areas to 
minimize disturbance. 

The conditions can be summarised as follows: 

• Compliance with the measures proposed by the project developer in the application 
documentation and execution of the works according to the technical documentation 
that was submitted, 

• Compliance with the provisions of the management plan for the protected area, 

• Degradation of the riverbed and banks is strictly prohibited during both the execution 
and operation phases, 

• It is recommended that works are carried out outside sensitive periods for bird species 
(e.g. nesting and rearing of chicks), 

• The horizontal drilling entry and exit pits will be located at a minimum distance of 5 m 
from the border of the protected area, 

• The construction site shall be located outside of the protected area, 

• The works shall be carried out in such a way as to not impact the Oltet riverbed, 
protected species and habitats, 

• There shall be no interference with vegetation in the areas surrounding work site, 

• The personnel employed will be trained on the fact that the project will be implemented 
in protected natural areas. 

The project substantially contributes to the climate change mitigation objective. The project has 
been assessed for Paris alignment and is considered to be aligned both against low carbon 
and resilience goals against the policies set out in the Climate Bank Roadmap and the Bank’s 
Energy Lending Policy. Residual risks from physical climate hazards are deemed low. 

EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise  

The direct CO2 equivalent emissions of PV plants are negligible. 

In accordance with the Bank’s current Carbon Footprint methodology, it is calculated that based 
on the avoidance of electricity generation from a combination of existing and new power plants 
in Romania (combined margin for intermittent electricity generation), the total relative effect of 
the project is a net reduction in CO2 equivalent emissions by 118 kt CO2e/yr. 

For the annual accounting purposes of the EIB Carbon Footprint, the project emissions will be 
prorated according to the EIB lending amount signed in that year, as a proportion of project 
cost. 
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Social Assessment 

All land for the project has been secured through voluntary agreements, through land leases, 
purchase, or rights of ways in the case of the interconnection lines connecting the PV plants to 
the substations (the lines will be located beneath existing agricultural roads). 

Any grievances are handled by the community liaison officer appointed by the promoter. 
Regular external reporting takes place at company level and grievances are escalated internally 
as may be necessary. The promoter will have a project specific grievance mechanism in place 
prior to the start of the implementation works. In addition grievances can be shared via a from 
on the promoter’s website1. 

Public reports are pointing out the possibility of use of forced labour in the supply chain of solar 
PV panels. The promoter will supply the PV modules for the project and has a Supplier Conduct 
Principles and Transparency Act Statement in place. Both refer to the prohibition of forced 
labour. The Supplier Conduct Principles is included in the framework agreements between the 
promoter and the PV module suppliers, along with a specific clause addressing forced labour. 

The promoter shall make reasonable efforts to assess and address the labour risks associated 
with the solar PV panels used in the project, including throughout the supply chain, as required 
by the EIB E&S Standards. The due diligence to be performed by the promoter (including supply 
chain mappings) will be reported to and reviewed by the Bank. 

Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement 

As part of the permitting process, at various stages of the project development, information was 
disclosed through public notices and media publications. There was no formal public 
consultation process as part of the permitting (EIA screening out decisions). 

Other Environmental and Social Aspects 

The promoter has relevant experience in the construction and operation of renewable energy 
projects worldwide. E&S functions are fully integrated into the promoter’s development team. 
The team is responsible for E&S matters both at corporate and at project level. Environmental 
studies were outsourced to specialised consultants and then reviewed internally. The promoter 
is currently in the process of expanding their team in Romania, in order to support the 
implementation of their renewable energy projects in the country. 

The promoter has a solid organisational structure and is ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and ISO 45001 
certified. It has experience and the capacity to implement this project in line with the Bank’s 
requirements. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The Bank reviewed the environmental and social aspects of the project, as well as the capacity 
of the promoter to implement the project in line with EIB’s requirements and considers them 
acceptable. 

The environmental permitting processes are completed, and the relevant documentation only 
identifies limited residual environmental risk, subject to the implementation of the measures 
envisaged in the permits.  

The promoter will undertake to regularly monitor and report the implementation of the mitigation 
measures outlined in the permits and the consultant’s environmental and social assessment 
report, as part of the project’s progress reporting to the Bank. 

Based on the information available and with appropriate conditions and monitoring, the project 
is expected to be acceptable in environmental and social terms for the Bank’s financing:  

 
1 Contact - Scatec 

https://scatec.com/about/contact/
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• The promoter shall undertake to implement the recommendations related to 
biodiversity conservation included in the E&S consultant’s environmental and social 
assessment report. 

• The promoter will be required to make reasonable efforts to carry out appropriate due 
diligence throughout its supply chains, with the aim of preventing the use of forced 
labour in the supply chains of the solar panels that will be used for this project. The 
outcome will be reported to and reviewed by the Bank.  

• The project shall comply with the relevant provisions of the Bank’s labour standard, 
which foresees zero tolerance for the use of forced labour.  

• The promoter shall store and keep up to date all documents relevant for the project 
supporting the compliance with the provisions of EU environmental legislation, permits 
and environmental approvals, and shall promptly upon request deliver such documents 
to the EIB. 


