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Overview 
 

Project Name: ASTURIAS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 

Project Number: 2025-0076 

Country: Spain 

Project Description: Investments to increase the water treatment production capacity and 

to improve the quality and resilience of water supply services provided 
in the region of Asturias. 

 

EIA required:      yes 

 

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise1:   yes 
Some project components might require a full EIA. 
 

Environmental and Social Assessment  
 

Environmental Assessment   
 
CADASA, the Promoter, is a public entity within the regional government of Asturias 
(Comunidad Autónoma del Principado de Asturias). Thirty-eight municipalities are integrated in 
this consortium, whose activities cover the water cycle: production, transport and provision of 
water supply services, wastewater collection and wastewater treatment services. 
 
The EIB operation will support the Water Supply Master Plan of the Principality of Asturias 
2020-2030 and CADASA 2022-2032 investment programme, aiming to ensure that the water 
demand of the population and industries of Asturias is met in quantity and quality, as well as to 
improve the resilience of the water supply systems in periods of water scarcity. The Master 
Plan was subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment as required by the SEA Directive 
2001/42/EC (Resolución de 18-10-2021 de la Consejería de Administración Autonómica, 
Medio Ambiente y Cambio Climático). 
 
The Spanish legislation has fully transposed the relevant EU Directives, including the EIA 
Directive 2014/52/EU amending Directive 2011/92/EC. Royal Decree 445/2023, of 13 June, 
amending Annexes I, II and III of Law 21/2013, of 9 December, on environmental assessment  
partially transposes Directive 2014/52/EU, of 16 April 2014, amending Directive 2011/92/EU on  
the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment. The 
Ministerio para la Transición Ecológica y el Reto Demográfico is the competent authority. It 
may delegate responsibility for EIA regulation and implementation to regional governments  
(Comunidades Autónomas). 
 
The complementary water conveyor between Lieres-Espiniella and the extension of the water 
supply systems to the municipalities of Pravia and Valdés fall under Annex II (Group 8, f). They 
will be subject to a simplified environmental assessment, as required by the competent 
authority, the Consejería de Transición Ecológica, Industria y Desarrollo Económico of the 
Regional Government. The environmental procedure is still ongoing for the three of them. The 

 
1 Only projects that meet the scope of the Carbon Footprint Exercise, as defined in the EIB Carbon Footprint 
Methodologies, are included, provided estimated emissions exceed the methodology thresholds: 20,000 tonnes 
CO2e/year absolute (gross) or 20,000 tonnes CO2e/year relative (net) – both increases and savings.  
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extension of Rioseco Water Treatment Plant is expected to follow a simplified procedure, 
expected to start in 2026, also under the supervision of the Consejería de Transición Ecológica, 
Industria y Desarrollo Económico. 
 
The component to expand the perimeter of Asturias' central water supply system through the 
water conveyors known as ¨Oriental¨ and ¨Bajo Nalón¨ is promoted by the state-owned 
company ACUAES. Therefore, the need for an EIA will be decided by the environmental 
competent authority, the Dirección General de Calidad Ambiental de la Consejería de 
Transición Ecológica, Industria y Desarrollo Económico.  
 
The Promoter has identified some protected areas, and of cultural heritage that might be 
affected by the Project e.g ZEC Río Negro, ZEC/ZEPA Penarronda – Barayo, IBA Ría del Eo 
– Playa de Barayo – ría de Foz. Some natural habitats of community interest according to the 
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC might be also affected. The extension of the Rioseco Water 
Treatment Plant will be located in the Redes Natural Park, listed as a Biosphere Reserve by 
UNESCO since 2001. It includes ZEPA and ZEC Redes ES1200008. The land required for the 
new infrastructure has been already acquired and works will be limited to the perimeter of the 
facility. None of the components is expected to cause significant harm. Measures to reduce or 
eliminate the adverse effects of any component are integrated in project's design and are 
implemented to avoid significant impacts on the site's integrity and conservation objective. 

The proposed water treatment investments will support the Promoter to keep compliance with 
the revised Drinking Water Directive 2020/2184. 

Finally, the Project will contribute to Climate Adaptation by supporting investments that increase 
resilience to climate related risks. 

 

EIB Paris Alignment for Counterparties (PATH) Framework If the counterparty is not in 

scope of the PATH framework, delete this section including this heading 

The counterparty is in scope and screened out of the PATH framework, because it is not 
considered high emitting nor high vulnerability. 

 

Social Assessment, where applicable 
 
The Promoter has reported on the need to expropriate the required land, especially, for the 
component to expand the perimeter of Asturias' central water supply system through the water 
conveyors known as ¨Oriental¨ and ¨Bajo Nalón”. 
 
By increasing the quality and reliability of water supply services, the Project is expected to bring 
substantial social advantages to the population. 

 
Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement 
 
The Promoter will be requested to ensure compliance with national and European 
environmental legislation, notably to facilitate public access to environmental information and  
guarantee public consultation during the environmental decision-making process, where 
relevant, in accordance with the Aarhus Convention. 

 
Other Environmental and Social Aspects 
 
CADASA is an experience promoter who seems to have sound practice with respect to 
environmental, health and safety management. 

 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
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The Project is driven by the requirement to maintain and/or ensure compliance with relevant 
EU directives and to contribute towards improved climate resilience. All schemes under the 
Project will be subject to the Promoter’s compliance with the following requirements: 

− The Promoter undertakes not to allocate Bank funds to programme components that 
require a full EIA until the EIA and/or the necessary nature assessment have been 
finalised and approved by the relevant competent authority. Once any EIA is available, 
the Promoter will provide the Bank with an electronic copy of the EIA, for publication 
on the EIB website. 

− The Promoter shall not commit any EIB funds against any scheme that impacts nature 
conservation sites, without receiving from the relevant competent authorities the 
declaration under Art. 6(3) of the Habitats Directive that there are no significant effects 
and informing the Bank of such declaration having been obtained. 

− The Promoter undertakes to provide to the Bank, if requested, any decision and 
subsequent justification that screens out project components from the requirement of 
a full EIA as well as the decisions issued by the competent authorities regarding the 
Habitats and Birds Directives. 


