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Overview 
 

Project Name: SNAM RENEWABLE GAS INVESTMENTS  

Project Number: 2024-0911 

Country: ITALY 

Project Description: The Programme consists of investments in dedicated 
pipelines connecting biomethane generation facilities to the 
gas transport network across Italy 

 

EIA required:      no 

Project included in Carbon Footprint Exercise1:   no 
(details for projects included are provided in section: “EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise”) 
 

Environmental and Social Assessment  
 
The Programme consists of investments in dedicated pipelines connecting biomethane 
generation facilities to the gas transport network across Italy. The works primarily consist of 
pipeline connections and the installation of gas quality monitoring systems for the injection of 
biomethane. 

 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Biomethane connections may fall under either Annex I or Annex II of the EIA Directive 
2011/92/EU amended by directive 2014/52/EU.2 In Italy, the Legislative decree 3 April 2006, n. 
152, transposing the EU EIA Directive, contains the thresholds for EIA screening and full EIA 
process.3 Based on the technical characteristics of the Promoter’s envisaged schemes, these 
are expected to fall below the thresholds for the applicability of the EIA processes. 
 
For the project schemes, the promoter will carry out environmental analysis and corresponding 
planning of mitigation actions as appropriate in the context of the permitting process. The 
programme has the potential for some low to moderate environmental and social impacts. 
These include noise, vibration, dust, and disruption of traffic during construction. Appropriate 
mitigation measures will be implemented to minimise impacts during construction and 
operation. 
 
Given that at appraisal there was only limited information on the individual Programme schemes 
and that changes in scope are inherent in operations of this type, the environmental and social 
due diligence focuses on the promoters’ capacity and capability to implement the Project in line 
with EIB environmental and social standards and requirements. 
  

 
1 Only projects that meet the scope of the Carbon Footprint Exercise, as defined in the EIB Carbon Footprint 
Methodologies, are included, provided estimated emissions exceed the methodology thresholds: 20 000 tonnes 
CO2e/year absolute (gross) or 20 000 tonnes CO2e/year relative (net) – both increases and savings. 
2 Annex I (16); Annex II(10)(i) 
3 EIA screening thresholds: Over 20 kms gas pipeline length or over 10 km gas pipeline length with potential protected 
natural areas impacts; Full EIA thresholds: Over 40 kms pipeline length and diameter over 800 mm. 
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The Promoter is an experienced network operator in Italy, and govern all activities based on 
“Environmental management systems” ISO 14001, and “Quality management systems” ISO 
9001. The Promoter also complies with national and EU environmental, health and safety 
legislation, underpinned by a supportive organisational structure managing and coordinating 
these aspects. 
 
Based on the above elements, the Promoter is deemed to have the experience and the capacity 
to manage the Project in line with EIB environmental and social standards and requirements. 
 
Moreover, the financing of this Project meets the Bank’s energy lending policies (ELP) on 
securing the enabling infrastructure, and contributes to the Bank's lending priority objectives for 
Climate Action and Environmental Sustainability (CA&ES). The alignment in terms of feedstock 
sustainability and GHG savings of the biomethane injected, as requested per RED II directive, 
will be checked by Gestore dei Servizi Energetici (GSE). This national entity is in charge of the 
awarding of incentives for the biomethane sector. The obtainment of those is a prerequisite by 
SNAM to connect to its network. 
 
The Programme also aligns with the REPowerEU objectives. As outlined in the REPowerEU 
plan, the production of biomethane needs to accelerate significantly to reach 35 bcm per year 
by 2030.  
 

EIB Carbon Footprint Exercise  

Absolute and relative emissions from the biomethane pipelines are close to zero since there is 
virtually no leakage and no compressor stations are included in the programme.  

EIB Paris Alignment for Counterparties (PATH) Framework  

Snam is in scope and screened in of the PATH framework, because it is considered high 
emitting. The counterparty already meets the requirements of the EIB PATH framework with its 
existing alignment plan. 

 
Social Assessment, where applicable 
 
The Programme is expected to provide short-term positive socio-economic impacts in the form 
of temporary employment opportunities. 
 
The Programme may result in direct impact on landowners and users along the right-of-way. 
Landowners affected by the passage of the connecting pipeline, are involved in the preliminary 
phase to obtain consent to lay the pipeline on the property and are recognised compensation 
for any damage during the execution or work 
 
The Promoter is “Health & Safety” ISO 45001 certified. 

 
Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement 
 
Public consultations, when necessary, are organised by the competent authority, as part of the 
permitting process. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
The Bank reviewed the environmental and social capacity of the Promoter including its 
organisation, processes and procedures, and deemed them to be acceptable to implement this 
operation in compliance with the EIB’s Environmental and Social Standards. 
 
The promoter undertakes: 
 

• not to allocate Bank funds to Project schemes that require a full EIA until the EIA and/or 
the necessary nature assessment have been finalised and approved by the relevant 
competent authority. Once any EIA is available, the Promoter will provide the Bank with an 
electronic copy of the EIA, for publication on the EIB website, 
 

• not to allocate Bank’s funds to Programme components that require planning/construction 
or other permits, until such permits have been issued by the competent authorities and – 
upon request – have been made available to the Bank. In case an exemption from permits 
is applicable to a sub-project, a copy of the exemption shall – upon request – be provided 
to the Bank, 

 

• to ensure that all programme schemes will undergo a biodiversity screening in accordance 
with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. Should a component have a potential impact on 
a site of nature conversation, the undertaking is extended to inform the relevant authority 
and implement the procedures under Articles 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive, 

 

• to store and keep updated any documents that may be relevant for the programme and 
which support the compliance with the provisions under the EU Habitats and Birds 
Directives and shall, upon request, promptly deliver such documents to the Bank, 

 

• only to finance connection works to biomethane plants that have been qualified for 
incentives in line with DM 15/09/2022 or that conform via other means with sustainability 
and GHG savings criteria in EU Directive 2018/2001 (RED II), 

 

• not to invest in incompatible activities, in line with the PATH framework. 
 

Based on the information available and with appropriate conditions and monitoring, the Project 
is expected to be acceptable for EIB financing in environmental and social terms. 
 


