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The Marseille Center For Mediterranean Integration

CMI The Marseille Center for Mediterranean Inte-
gration was launched in 2009 with the mandate 
of creating a platform for integration in the Medi-
terranean through high-level policy dialogue and 
the sharing of knowledge in key development 
areas that are of primary importance for the re-
gion: urban and spatial development; skills, em-
ployment and labour mobility; the environment 
and water; transport and logistics; the knowledge 
economy and innovation. The founding members 
are Egypt, France, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco and 
Tunisia, together with the World Bank (WB) and 
the European Investment Bank (EIB). Additional 
members are likely to join the Center in the near 
future.
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The IT1 programme “Supporting the promotion and financ-
ing of innovation in the Mediterranean” is coordinated by the 
EIB within the framework of its Facility for Euro-Mediterranean 
Investment and Partnership (FEMIP). It builds both on the con-
clusions of the Tunis Conference organised in December 2009 
by ISESCO, the WB and Tunisia on the Knowledge Economy, 
and on the FEMIP March 2010 Conference on Innovation held 
in Tunis, which aimed to create a Euro-Mediterranean area for 
Research, Development and Innovation (RDI).

Programme Partners In line with the avowed aim of the CMI 
to facilitate access to improved knowledge of the issues, pro-
mote sustainable development and foster the convergence 
of public policies towards greater integration, the IT1 pro-
gramme has placed particular emphasis on closely involv-
ing the Mediterranean partner countries in the definition 
and management of activities (the most active countries are 
Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt). The European Commission par-
ticipates in the programme via its DG for Research. A number 

of financial institutions and international agencies provide 
support in terms of expertise and co-financing: AFD (Agence 
Française de Développement) and CDC (Caisse des Dépôts et 
Consignations). Institutions such as UNCTAD, ANIMA, MIRA, 
GIZ and FEMISE are also providing their know-how, inputs and 
analytical support. A steering committee has been set up with 
the twofold objective of validating the implementation of the 
programme and better publicising its various initiatives. 
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